Forever Risen . . . Forever Alive
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Joseph Martin's Easter choral anthem begins, "Run, Mary, run, take an alleluia! Go sing the
praises of the risen Lord." It speaks of an urgent energy needed in proclaiming the message
that Jesus has been raised to new and everlasting life. We can imagine the incredible sense
of joy that Magdalene would have felt when she encountered her Lord and her God. Like
every piece of good news it is understandable that she would want to share what she had
experienced. In that way she is no different than ourselves. We LOVE to share news that
is good.
Pope Francis has written about how ‘the joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who
encounter Jesus’. He invites people everywhere to ‘a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or
at least an openness to letting him encounter them.’ ‘The Lord does not disappoint’, he writes. ‘Whenever
we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realise that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms.’
We are the bearers and the deliverers of this wondrous Gospel moment. We, like Mary
and the other disciples, have witnessed an empty tomb. The death experienced on the
cross makes way for the fullness of life revealed by the one who told them to "Go and tell
my brothers and sisters what you have seen."
This moment of new life and the joy that surrounds it becomes the foundation of our
ability to hope. Even the sadness and the ugliness of death could not prevail. Evil, in its
most base reality, could not conquer Good. In the end, it was not so much the power of
God, but the love and mercy of God that prevailed. And as such, we live as ambassadors
of so great a love and mercy. Judgment, oppression and fear have been done away with
and replaced with understanding, freedom and unequalled joy.
We can easily recognize that our world is still subject to the darkness of evil. Terrorism,
discrimination and violence toward people continue to fill our hearts with sorrow and
frustration. Wars and insurrections still haunt so many in the world. And yet, it is from
that open and empty tomb that we have received a profound courage to continue to tell
the story: Jesus Christ is forever Risen and forever Alive. He can never go back on the
cross for God's love delivered him from the cross and in so doing released us from our
earthly crosses with the hope of unending life with Him.
And so my dear friends, like Magdalene, let us with hast "Run, people, run, take an alleluia!
Go sing the praises of the Risen Lord." There simply is no more beautiful of a song.
Happy Easter!

Fr. David

EVENING VESPERS
All are welcome to join us for Solemn Evening Vespers
tonight (Sunday, March 27th) at 7:30 pm.

OFFICE CLOSED
The parish office will be closed from
Monday, March 28th to Friday, April 1st
and will re-open on Monday, April 4th.

MASS SCHEDULE
Please note that there are no daily Masses scheduled
for the week of March 28th to April 1st.
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Upcoming Events

In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Eucharistic Adoration beginning at 12 noon Monday,
March 28 until Tuesday, March 29 at 12 noon, at Queen’s
House, 601 Taylor St. W., Saskatoon. Info: (306) 373-2621.

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle with adoration,
the rosary, benediction, hymns and various prayers, 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 31 at St. Michael Parish, #18-33rd St. E.,
Saskatoon. A diocesan Cenacle of Prayer will also be held at 3
pm. Wednesday, April 13 at St. Paul's Co-Cathedral, 720
Spadina Crescent, Saskatoon. Info: call Edna (306) 382-1680.

Contemplative Mass led by Fr. Kevin McGee will be held 7
p.m. Friday, April 1 at 7 p.m. at St. Augustine Church, 602
Boychuk Dr., Saskatoon, marked by 20 minutes of silence after
communion to allow space for reflection and recognition of the
intimate presence of Christ who comes to us through scripture
and Eucharist. Relax and rest in the abiding presence of Christ.
Resurrection: Music from the Ukrainian Sacred
Choral Tradition with 55 singers from Canada and Ukraine

7:30 p.m. Friday, April 1 at Knox United Church, Saskatoon.
Tickets: $30, available online at www.onstagedirect.com
or call 1-780-906-1549.

Introduction to Centering Prayer - A simple method of

Christ-Centered silent prayer, renewing an ancient Christian
contemplative practice that can lead to a deeper prayer life,
personal healing, spiritual transformation, and closer union with
God. Led by Fr. Kevin McGee and Marge Copeland at St.
Augustine Church, 602 Boychuk Drive, from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 2 (Includes soup lunch). Series continues with
follow-up sessions 9 a.m.-11 a.m. Saturday mornings (April 9,
16, 23). Series cost: $50; contact Marge at (306) 668-4982.

Pure Witness YEP (Youth Evangelization Program)

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, April 2 at Our Lady of Lourdes,
1235-12th St. E., Saskatoon for students in Grades 8 and up;
cost is $25 (includes lunch and supper) for a fun-filled day of
talks, music, games and fellowship. Info: (306) 934-3511 or see
the website at https://purewitness.com

Pure Witness Coffee House: 7-10 p.m. Saturday, April 2

at Our Lady of Lourdes, 1235-12th St. E., Saskatoon. All ages
are welcome and admission is by donation.

Springtime of Faith at St. Therese Institute in Bruno, SK
April 3 - May 13 is a series of 11 different 4- to 6-day
conferences on a variety of subjects. See: www.St-T.ca/SotF
or call (306) 369-2555. Includes Christopher West presenting
the Theology of the Body May 1-4, and much more.

Divine Mercy Sunday

3 p.m. April 3: “Jesus I Trust in You”

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, join
Bishop Don Bolen for a Divine Mercy
Sunday celebration 3 p.m., Sunday,
April 3 at the Cathedral of the Holy
Family, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon.
(Please note that this is not a Mass.)

The Divine Mercy devotion is centred on
the mercy of God and our trust in Jesus
Christ. It is a devotion that grew out of the
revelations and writings of a Polish nun,
Saint Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938).
Divine Mercy Sunday was established in
2000 by Saint Pope John Paul II to be
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter.
The devotion includes a Divine Mercy prayer chaplet and
reflections on the Divine Mercy image of Jesus given to Saint
Faustina (above). Find more information about Divine Mercy
devotions online at www.thedivinemercy.org/jubilee or
contact Sally at (306) 373-2621.

Steak Night to support St. Thomas More College’s
Refugee Sponsorship Sunday, April 3 at Somewhere Else

Pub and Grill, 2605 Broadway Ave. Saskatoon, $25 for supper
(deadline March 28) or $10 for show featuring Apollo Cruz at 8
p.m. (available at the door) Tickets: C SL @ stm c o l l e g e .ca

Priest Prophet King - PPK Catholic Men's Night will
be held 7 p.m. April 7 at Holy Family Cathedral, 123 Nelson
Road, Saskatoon: adoration, reconciliation, food/drink, a talk,
and fellowship. See www.pr ie s t pr ophe t k ing.or g

National Evangelization Summit - Livestreaming of N.E.S.
will be held April 15-16 at St. Anne parish in Saskatoon, one of
30-plus satellite locations hosting the "New Evangelization
Summit.” Dynamic speakers include Dr. Peter Kreeft, Sherry
Weddell, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, and more. Only $30. For
more info visit ht t ps : //www.ne we v a nge liz a t ion.c a

Jubilee Year of Mercy

Proclaimed by Pope Francis Dec. 8, 2015 to Nov. 20, 2016

“I hope that the Jubilee will serve to reveal the church’s
deeply maternal and merciful side, a church that goes
forth toward those who are wounded, who are in need
of an attentive ear, understanding, forgiveness, and
love.” - Pope Francis, The Name of God is Mercy, Page 53.
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Message Board

J.O.Y. – Justice and Outreach Year – of Formation

is an inspiring new hands-on diocesan program centered on
justice, service and outreach in light of Catholic Social
Teaching. The JOY program will run once a month (Friday
evening and all day Saturday) from September to June.. Find
video and info at: www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/joy
or contact Kate O’Gorman at (306) 659-5847.

Bishop's Dinner - Join Bishop Donald Bolen for an evening

of fun, dining and fellowship Friday, May 13, with proceeds
going in support of justice and community outreach ministries
in the diocese. This year, the BIshop’s Dinner will be held at
the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon.
Tickets: $125 each; h z i m m e r @ d s c a th o l i cfo u n d a ti o n .c a
or (306) 659-5850 or: www.ds c a t holic f ounda t ion.c a

Marriage Preparation offered by Catholic Engaged
Encounter April 1-3 at the historic and picturesque St.
Peter’s Abbey in Muenster, SK, See: w w w. c e e w e s t . c o m
or call Heather and Craig Stomp at (306) 682-3326.

Fr om M our ning t o D a wn diocesan grief support group

is an eight-week journey of transformation and healing, offering
encouragement and support to participants who have been
widows/widowers between two months and two years. Held on
eight consecutive Tuesdays, beginning April 5 from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road,
Saskatoon. Cost is $25. To register, contact Elan at (306) 6797717 or e-mail: c i c.e l a n @ s a s ka to o n r c d i o c e se .co m

Are you hurting because of an abortion? Rachel's

Vineyard Healing Retreat is a safe place to renew, rebuild and
redeem hearts broken by abortion. Next Saskatchewan
retreats: April 15-17 and in mid-October, 2016. To register for
either date, or for more info contact Elaine at (306) 480-8911 or
e-mail: r.vineyardsk@sasktel.net

Saskatoon Prayer Breakfast 7:30 to 10 a.m. Saturday,
April 23 at Prairieland Park, Saskatoon. Tickets: $35, available
at: https://tickets.saskatoonex.com or for more info see
www.saskatoonprayerbreakfast.ca or (306) 370-9870.

Annual Joe Kammermayer Commemorative Dinner

in support of Columbus Bosco Homes will be held Thursday
April 21 at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road,
Saskatoon. Supports the Farm School, the Substance Abuse
Education Program and nine Family Support Centers. Cocktails
6 p.m., dinner 6:45 p.m., Dessert auction is a highlight. Tickets
$50; call Chris Sarich (306) 343-5640 or (306) 221-4686 or
Lorne Keller (306) 374-6134 or (306) 227-7576.

Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia

Think About It

The danger of seeing assisted suicide and euthanasia as
“simply a question of personal choice” is that it
diminishes human dignity and removes the respect for
human life that is a fundamental value in our society. All
human beings have dignity, and they do not lose that
dignity when they are ill, disabled, or dying.
For more info see: www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com
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RET ROUVA IILLLE
LE can help married couples
who feel bored, disillusioned, frustrated or
angry in their marriage. The next Retrouvaille
weekend in Saskatoon is April 8-10.
Call Wendy or Fritz at (306) 652-7155
or e-mail retrouvaille@sasktel.net

Physician-Hastened Death - The federal government is

presently considering legislation in the wake of the Supreme
Court decision in the Carter Case, related to assisted suicide
and/or euthanasia. Please write, e-mail or call as soon as
possible to urge your political representatives and government
leaders to work for the protection of the lives of vulnerable
persons (the sick, the dying, the elderly, those living with mental
illness, those living with disability). Ask leaders to ensure that no
one will be forced to provide assisted suicide or euthanasia
against their conscience – including all health care providers,
as well as faith-based hospitals and care homes. (Providing a
formal referral makes one morally complicit in the action.) Mail
may be sent postage free to MPs, the Prime Minister, or the
Justice Minister at “House of Commons, Ottawa, K1A 0A6.”
Please note that a Holy Week reflection from the
Saskatchewan bishops on this issue can be found online at:
http://saskatoonrcdiocese.com/news or for more
information call Myron Rogal at (306) 659-5843. Two petitions –
on palliative care and protection of conscience rights – are also
available, posted at: http://www.mprandyhoback.ca/hobackdeeply-concerned-by-committee-report-on-euthanasiaand-assisted-suicide/

Information meetings about recent joint committee
recommendations on Physician-Assisted Death –

St. Albert-Edmonton MP Michael Cooper (who served on this
joint committee and delivered dissenting comments about the
committee’s Feb. 25 recommendations to government) will
speak at three public information meetings in Saskatoon: 7:15
p.m. Wednesday, March 30 at Greenbryer Golf Club, southeast
of the city; 10:30 a.m. Thursday, March 31 at Elim Church, 419
Slimmon Rd.; and 1:00 p.m. Thursday, March 31 at Lakewood
Civic Centre, 1635 McKercher Drive.

Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family for all
those in our world who are suffering from war, violence,
persecution and displacement.

Faith in Action at Greater Saskatoon Catholic
Schools (GSCS w w w.g s cs.sk.ca ) - Did You Know? ..
GSCS students participate in positive stewardship action by
community cleanup and caring for the earth.
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