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Living Bread Demands a Living Response
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Today's great celebration of the Body and Blood of Jesus (also called Corpus Christi
Sunday) firmly identifies us as a Eucharistic people.
Nourished and fed by not only the Word of God, but by the very body and blood of
Christ, we walk in solidarity with one another in a family bond that flows from the table of sacrifice: an act in which we share with each other the fullness of God's love.
In all of the readings we hear the wonderful word "covenant." Jesus, the fulfillment of
the covenant establishes a new and eternal covenant; one based on the ultimate sacrifice of his very self. We are no longer living only under the Mosaic covenant but we
live in the fulfilled covenant based not on law but on supreme love.
Last week Deacon Bob preached so well on the covenant stained glass and explained
how God had chosen the people of Israel as his own, freed them from slavery and led
them into the newness of life without oppression.
Today, the covenant story goes beyond that of the people of Israel and embraces
every individual of every time and of every tongue and background. The eternal covenant is one in which all of the created good shares in the self-pouring of God's own
self with the pledge and promise that every believer will inherit a place in the everlasting Kingdom.
Such a covenant of living bread and living blood demands on the part of the disciple a
response that is filled with the same out-pouring of our own love. Fed and nourished
by the Lord we become the living covenant for the community and the world. Recognizing the great promise that we have received we seek to draw all people into the
same promise. In essence, we become the living Body and Blood of Jesus in the
world: we become the face and the voice of the new covenant, sealed by his blood,
overflowing with love and grace and inexpressible joy.
Blessings to you and your families,

Fr. David
123 Nelson Road Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1 (Off Attridge Dr. by St. Joseph High School)
PH: 659-5800 FAX: 1-888-897-7980 E-mail: info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Office Hours: 9am—4pm Monday thru Friday

www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

NEW PARISHIONERS: We are pleased to welcome new parishioners to our Christian family. If you desire to be registered
we ask that you contact the Parish Office.
BULLETIN AND PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please note items for the bulletin or parish announcements will only be
accepted via email at bulletin.hfp@gmail.com no later than Wednesday. Thank you!
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS:
Next meeting – Monday, June 18 – Installation of officers followed by a social, all are
welcome. Congratulations to all elected members. Your willingness to stand for office is much appreciated and will ensure
that our council continues to be active for the benefit of our council, church and community. June 10 – KC FPB –FAMOUS
PANCAKE BREAKFAST in support of Blackstrap Youth Camp. Please stay and enjoy. After breakfast attend the SHOW N
SHINE event at Preston Crossing, in front of Canadian Tire. June 12 – 2T BKB – Brother’s Keeper Breakfast at Queen’s
House, theme “Father” 7:00 to 8:00 am July 22 – Mission Hill Productions – Jesus Lives Forever – we are planning a bus
to this play from the Cathedral. Interested please contact john@benesh.com for more information. Check website for more
information www.missionhillproductions.ca Council 30th Anniversary – Oct 27, watch for further information.
CWL – CENTERED ON FAITH AND JUSTICE: Our last gathering before summer will be on Wednesday June 13th, beginning with mass at 6:15 pm. followed by a potluck supper. Please bring either a salad or dessert to share in fellowship with
your Sisters of the League. At the Provincial CWL Convention held in Moose Jaw on June 4th & 5th, 196 participants enjoyed
a wonderful two days of great hospitality and fellowship. Guest presenters Lucie Leduc, Elaine & Peter Zakreski, and Pat &
Kerny Korchinski kept with our theme of Faith & Justice. The 2013 Provincial Convention will be held in our own Cathedral
of the Holy Family on June 3rd and 4th, so mark your calendars now. Please pray for: all the children who recently received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist; all those who are suffering from their afflictions – may God provide them with their needed strength and courage.
CENTERING PRAYER: every Tuesday evening from 6:30 - 7:30 pm during June. Please join us for 20 minutes of prayer
followed by a 20 minute video presentation with Fr. Thomas Keating.
MOM’S MORNING OUT (MMO): Tues June 12: We are having a potluck season end celebration! To all attending,
please bring some food to share and come have a visit! We have special thanks to Fr. Geoff Young, who joined us
last session and lead a wonderful, informative discussion about Mary.
2013 AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND TRIP: Holy Family Cathedral is leading a pilgrimage tour to Australia and New
Zealand in February of 2013. This 21 day pilgrimage will be an opportunity to witness the creative hand of God in incredible
landscapes, diverse animals and Aboriginal peoples. You can obtain more information by calling Fr. David at the parish office.
FAMILY IN NEED: We have an immigrant family in need at this time who just recently delivered a premature baby. They
are in desperate need of infant baby clothing, a bassinette and infant diapers. Please drop items off at the Church and we
will forward them all to this family. May God bless your generosity.
HOLY YOGA: Shirley Berthelet will be offering a Power Holy Yoga class on Wednesdays from June 20 to August 8 at Cornerstone Church. E-mail her at Shirleyb@holyyoga.net to register.
HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR SPRING HOUSECLEANING OF CLOSETS AND DRAWERS? If so, the CWL Clothing Depot
will pick up your donations of clothing, shoes, household items, toys, books, CD’s by phoning them at 242-5042. You can
also contact Doris at 249-3092 or Angie at 373-5931. All donations are greatly appreciated.
NEWLY FORMED PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Thank you to the PPC members who have served our community for the past three years and who are stepping down this
year: Chris Grant, Garry Maier, Marie Anne Kuchartz & Emman Canillas. Congratulations to our newly elect PPC members:
Carl Schlosser, Tim Jelinski & Mona Goodman. Congratulations to our newly appointed PPC members: Lettie Corpus representing New Canadians and Jaedyn Matsalla representing Youth. They will join the other members of PPC: Mike Cey,
Heather Fortosky, Greg & Shelley Meier, Jason Cyrenne, Brian Baier, Gerard Onushko, Cliff Lesko,
Doris Lubyk & Breanne Swarbrick.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: There will be no Children’s Liturgy offered during the summer months of July & August. We will
have Children’s Liturgy available for June 17th and 24th, break for the summer and will resume on September 9th. As a
growing ministry, we are always looking for volunteers. Please contact Mandy Wagner to volunteer for this coming Fall at
249-9414.

Banquet Support Team
Our banquet facilities here at the cathedral have proven to be extremely popular for weddings and other events. In order to keep
up with demands on the space and build on our reputation as a high-quality venue, we require a number of individuals to help out
in the following areas:

Linens: Each wedding or similar event can use anywhere from 20 - 100 tablecloths which need to be collected, laundered,
folded and stored in time for the next function. There are laundry facilities on site, or linens can be taken home.

Kitchen Support: Throughout the week and particularly prior to each event in the hall, we need to ensure that the kitchen facilities are thoroughly cleaned, organized and ready for use. Volunteers are needed for a couple of hours each day.

Banquet Coordinator: This position would primarily be needed Fridays and Saturdays. They would assist the wedding
party, caterer or event organizers in setting out the requested tableware, linens and serving pieces and provide guidance
on decorating the hall while ensuring that our rules and policies are adhered to.
To volunteer, please contact Jim Nakoneshny at 659-5800 or jim@holyfamilycathedral.ca
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CRACK THAT CATECHISM! The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a fantastic resource. But it's big. It's scary. It makes
people cry. So let's crack it open and see what's inside! Whether you're familiar with the Catechism or have no idea what it
is, join Andy this Monday (June 11th—7:00pm) for the third of four enticing sessions. Cost: $10. To register, contact Andy
at the office! 659-5800 or andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
QUENCH is a new group for young adults in our parish, age 19 to 35, for socialization and faith. Come
out for a beer next Tuesday, June 12 at 7:30pm and see what we’re about. Meet and hang out with other
young people in the parish and have a cool, refreshing drink with us! If you have any questions, feel free
to call Breanne 290-4830 or email breanneswarbrick@gmail.com
UP-COMING SCHOOL MASSES & LITURGIES: You are most welcome to attend. Wednesday, June 13 10:30 am - St.
Joseph High School Year End Mass. Thursday, June 14 7:00 pm - Cardinal Leger Grade 8 Farewell Liturgy. Friday,
June 15 1:30 pm - Mother Teresa Year End Mass. Tuesday, June 19 7:00 pm - Fr. Robinson Grade 8 Farewell Liturgy.
Wednesday, June 20 7:00 pm - Mother Teresa Grade 8 Farewell Liturgy. Thursday, June 21 1:00 pm - Fr. Robinson
Year End Mass. Thursday, June 21 7:00 pm - St. Volodymyr Grade 8 Farewell Liturgy. Tuesday, June 26 1:15 pm St. Volodymyr Year End School Mass. Wednesday, June 27 9:00 am - St. Joseph High School Graduation Mass. The
Parish Community of Holy Family joins hearts in offering sincere congratulations to our Grade 12 graduates on the completion of this part of their journey and wishes them well in the future years. We also acknowledge our Grade 8 students who
will be making the transition to high school this fall. Well Done! God's blessings be with you always.

SUMMER HOLIDAY CHECK LIST


Book camping spot



Pack the bags



Pack the trailer



Turn off the water



Suspend newspaper subscription



Fill out Pre-Authorized Giving form
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A Week at a Glance
Mon June 11th

Crack That Catechism!

7:00pm

Tues June 12th

Mom’s Morning Out
Mass (+Anton Mechov)
Centering Prayer
QUENCH!

9:30am
12:15pm
6:30pm
7:30PM

Wed June 13th

St. Joseph High School Year End Mass (+Ed Peacock) 10:30am
Mass (+Dwayne Bakke)
12:15pm
CWL
7:00pm

Thu June 14th

Mass (Ann Radway)
Cardinal Leger Grade 8 Farewell Liturgy

12:15pm
7:00pm

Fri June 15th

Mass at Sherbrooke (+Lewis Johnson)
Mass (+Llyod Richardson)
Mother Teresa School Year End Mass
Wrap up BBQ (Gr. 6 –12)
Billing Ovulation Method of Natural Family Planning
FREE information session

10:00am
12:15pm
1:30pm
6:30pm

MINISTRY
Coordinator
Welcomers

Altar Servers

Commentator
Lectors
EMC

MINISTRY SCHEDULE – JUNE 17TH
9:00AM
11:30am
Ron O
Paulette S
Shirley O
Murray W
Chris G
Tammy B
Alex G
Denis B
Rene J
Peggy D
Anna H
Eric F
Louis
Aline F
Emmarae D
Naty M
Alyssa C
Rachel M
Marc McIntosh
Isabella B
Nicolette C
Agnes P
Bill C
Tom F
Heather D
Helen J
Tracy H
Kevin L
Cliff L
Simone K
Pat L
Julianna M Cathy M Linda M
Raymond B
John M
Emily M
Mariette M Marge M
David M
Ken M
Val P
Lillian R
Lise M
Joan O
Eric S
Tom S
Anita P
Marian P
Shannon S
Nicole T
Rosanna P
Jackie W

7:00pm

Baptism (Infants): Please contact
Deacon Bob at the parish office. Last
baptism classes until the Fall—June
7th & 14th.
RCIA (Rites of Christian Initiation
of Adults): Please contact Andy
Korvemaker.
Confirmation and First Eucharist:
Contact Andy at the parish office.
Marriage: Contact Father David at
the Parish Office at least one year
prior to the anticipated date of marriage. To register for the Marriage
Preparation Course contact Pat Clarke
at the parish office.
Reconciliation: 11:00 am on Saturdays or by appointment.

6:30pm
Morgan C
Lorie L
Greg M
Jaime M
Della R
Meg F
Mackenzie C
Heidi B
Jennifer L
Keiran K
Joanne M
Lauren W
Lee O
Lynn O
Nadine P
Lexy R
Patrick R
Theresa R
Tammy S

Communion to Homebound &
Elderly: Contact Garth Horn at the
Parish Office.
To add people to the prayer list
under these headings or any others you want added, please contact the Parish Office during the
week at 659-5800
The sick:
Emery Hirsch

Larry Bohn

Cecile Deibert

Tony Carreiro

Delores Wolfe

Paula Wowk

Heather Birns

David Pitka

Raymond Beauregard

Rose Boechler

Fr. David Cottingham

Lana Reding

Anatasia Olauson
Owen Stephens

Ambria M
Carlie M

Mandy W
Gale C

Valerie O
Joelle C

Sunday Collections— June 4th, 2012
Envelopes (Operations & Building)
Loose
PAG (Includes June 1st)
Total
Cost of Operations/week
Surplus/Deficit

$ 9,063.00
$ 1,196.65
$ 1,955.00
$ 12,214.65
$ 16,000.00
- $ 3,785.35

Monique Stevens

Anna Olauson

Kerry Tremblay

Alma Bennett

Nolan Barnes

John Kuzyk

Children’s Lit.

Dorothy Spoonheim

Ray Gerwing

Kate Gardner

Dale White

James Kostyk

David Ecker

NEW LITURGICAL SCHEDULES
Liturgical Ministry Schedules and an
updated phone list for June, July and
August are available for pick-up in the
Sacristy.

SUMMER BULLETIN SCHEDULE

Month of May Donations $76,474.75 Operations $64,000.00
Surplus/Deficit for April
+ $12,474.75

Thank YOU for a great May!
Donations drop off considerably during the Summer.
Please consider signing up for PAG & provide our parish with a
consistent cash flow while you’re away this Summer!

www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

In an effort to “Green” up our
operations and to remain fiscally
responsible with your donations, we
will not be publishing bulletins
throughout the summer. Please stay
connected through our website.
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Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)
Sunday, June 10, 2012
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Upcoming Events

Our Lady of Fatima celebration – Saskatoon’s Portuguese
community will celebrate a Mass in honour of Our Lady of Fatima
3:30 p.m., Sunday, June 10 at St. Mary’s Church, Ave. O and 20th
Street, Saskatoon. Mass will be followed by an outdoor procession
with the statue of Our Lady of Fatima; then coffee and a light lunch
in the hall. Join us in devotion and prayer to Mary. A special
invitation is also extended to all priests to come and concelebrate
Mass in honour of Our Lady of Fatima.

Hike and Pray - A Discernment Walk on Religious Life and
Priesthood from Bellevue to the St Laurent Shrine (18 km) will be
held as part of a retreat June 15-16. Join us for this day of
pilgrimage for men and women (18-35 years) curious about a
vocation to religious life or priesthood. The retreat begins with
supper Friday, June 15 and concludes with Mass and supper
Saturday evening, June 16. Sponsored by the Sisters of the
Presentation of Mary, the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
and the dioceses of Prince Albert and Saskatoon. Contact: Sr.
Evelyn or Sr. Lucie (306) 244-0726 or s k .d h o u s e @ g m a i l .co m
or Fr. Ken (587) 985-3553 or vo ca ti o n s @ o m i l a c o m b e .c a

Ordination to Priesthood:

7 p.m. Friday, June 22, 2012
Cathedral of the Holy Family, Saskatoon

All are welcome to this joyful diocesan celebration as

Hoang Nguyen and Gregory Roth are ordained
priests in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon.

An evening of prayer for Hoang Nguyen and Gregory Roth will
also be held before the ordination, hosted by the Diocesan
Vocations Commission: 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 20 at St. Paul
Co-Cathedral, 720 Spadina Crescent, Saskatoon.

Picnic in the Park - Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools will host
a 1911-style picnic Sunday, June 24 at Saskatoon Forestry Farm
Park and Zoo. Starts with 11:30 a.m. Mass at Cathedral of the Holy
Family; entertainment and games 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Forestry
Farm. Food available at 1911 prices: 25 cents for a hamburger and
10 cents each for a hot dog or ice cream Dixie cup.
Golf Classic - St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation 4th Annual “Driving
Fore Prostate” Golf Classic will be held Monday, June 25 at the
Dakota Dunes Golf Links. Contact 244-2424 or golf@all-sask.com

Truth and Reconciliation Commission National Event - June 21 to 24, 2012

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada will host its fourth national event June 21-24 at Prairieland Park
in Saskatoon. This is an opportunity for all Canadians, both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, to learn more about and bear witness
to the legacy of the Indian Residential School system, which for some 150 years saw children forcibly taken from their families
and communities, forbidden to speak their language, and often experiencing neglect and/or abuse.
The TRC mandate states: “There is an emerging and
compelling desire to put the events of the past behind us so
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
that we can work towards a stronger and healthier future. The
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada has a
truth telling and reconciliation process as part of an overall
mandate
to learn the truth about Indian Residential Schools
holistic and comprehensive response to the Indian Residential
and
to
inform
all Canadians about what happened in the
School legacy is a sincere indication and acknowledgement of
schools. You are invited to be a part of it.
the injustices and harms experienced by Aboriginal people
From June 21 to 24, 2012, the Truth and Reconciliation
and the need for continued healing. This is a profound
Commission will hold a national event in Saskatchewan.
commitment to establishing new relationships embedded
Volunteers are needed to assist at Diefenbaker Park,
in mutual recognition and respect that will forge a
Prairieland Park and Wanuskewin Heritage Park for the
brighter future. The truth of our common experiences will
Saskatoon event. There are plenty of volunteer opportunities,
help set our spirits free and pave the way to reconciliation.”
including registration, venue set-up, Elder helpers and more.
At the national event, those affected by the schools – both
directly and intergenerationally – as well as former school staff
For more information and to apply online, please visit the
and others are invited to come forward and provide private
TRC website at t r c .c a and click on “Saskatchewan National
and/or public statements about the impact of Residential
Event” and follow the links.
Schools on their lives, families and communities. All members
of the public are invited to observe the public proceedings as a way of bearing witness, validating survivor experiences and
moving us on a path of healing and reconciliation. The national event will also include traditional sunrise and pipe ceremonies
at the beginning of each day, sharing circles, expressions of reconciliation, a church listening area, film screenings, a talent show,
a round dance, displays and artisans, and a survivor birthday celebration. There will also be a Tipi Village set up in Diefenbaker
Park featuring a variety of activities. Friday, June 22 is Education Day, with participation from local schools. On Saturday, June
23, keynote Robbie Waisman will speak about “The Resiliency of the Human Spirit.”
A tentative schedule for the Saskatchewan national event can be found online at: tr c .c a
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Message Board
Our Children Live Forever in our Hearts - a service in memory
of babies lost at or before birth will be held 11 a.m. Saturday, June
16 at the Shared Monument of the Woodlawn Cemetery in
Saskatoon. Parents, siblings and all other family members and
friends are welcome to this memorial service for all those who have
experienced this loss. For more information call Saskatoon Funeral
Home at 244-5577 or visit the Miscarriage Awareness page on the
diocesan website: www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/miscarriage

Holy Spirit Adoration Hours - Hours for adoration on Sundays at
Holy Spirit parish in Saskatoon from June 17 to Sept. 3 will be
extended from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

Responding to the Hunger Crisis in West Africa - The
Development and Peace website provides background information
on the crisis at: www.devp.org/en/emergencies/west-africa

Billings Ovulation Method of Natural Family Planning info
session will be held 7 p.m. Friday, June 15 at the Cathedral of the
Holy Family. Registration is not required for this free event. For
information call (306) 369-2701 or e-mail: nfpsask@sasktel.net
There will also be a Billings Teacher Training Workshop June
15-17 at the cathedral. Register at w w w.n fp s a s k .c a

88th Annual Pilgrimage in honour of St. Theresa of the Little
Flower will be held Saturday, June 16 and Sunday, June 17 in
Wakaw, SK. This year the pilgrimage has partnered with the
Face2Face Parish Mission. Registration begins Saturday, June 16
at noon. To pre-register please contact Royann at (306) 233-5978
or Linda at (306) 233-4390 or email: sttheresaparish@gmail.com or
more information about the Face2Face Parish Mission can be
found at www.f2f.ca or visit the website at: sttheresawakaw.com

Employment Opportunities

www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/employment/index.cfm

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon is seeking a General
Accountant who will be responsible for supervising the daily
bookkeeping functions and preparing the month-end reporting. The
successful candidate will have: • Completed post-secondary training,
such as an accredited business college or technical institute certificate
or diploma; or related experience; • Knowledge of general accounting
and bookkeeping; • Strong computer skills, including knowledge of
Simply Accounting and/or QuickBooks; • Experience with financial
statement preparation; • 3-5 years experience; and • Self-motivation,
with the ability to work independently, and as a team member. Apply
with a cover letter and resume, including salary expectations, before
June 19 to: Search Committee, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, S7S 1H1;
e-mail: admin@saskatoonrcdiocese.com
Go to: www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/employment/index.cfm
to learn more about a number of other employment opportunities:
• The Prairie Centre for Ecumenism is seeking a part-time
Administrative Assistant - Apply by June 12.

• Co-ordinating Chaplain at the Saskatoon Correctional Centre
full time contracted position - Apply by June 15.
• Our Lady of Lourdes parish is seeking a half-time
bookeeper/secretary with computer skills - Apply by June 15.

• The Archdiocese of Winnipeg is seeking a
Social Justice Coordinator for Micah House - Apply by June 22.
• Queen’s House of Retreat and Renewal in Saskatoon is
seeking a program coordinator - Apply by July 9.

Youth Year End Pool Party at Riversdale
for Grades 8 to 12 youth and youth ministry leaders
Friday, June 29

beginning at 7 p.m. with Mass at St. Mary parish, 20th Street
West and Ave. O in Saskatoon, followed by a trip to Riversdale
Pool for swimming and a free barbecue.
RSVP by e-mail to Colm Leyne at:
youthmin@saskatoonrcdiocese.com as pool space is limited.

International Eucharistic Congress in Dublin, Ireland - Salt +
Light Television, Canada's national Catholic network, will broadcast
daily events from the 50th Eucharistic Congress in Dublin, Ireland.
Live daily coverage Sunday, June 10 to June 17. Additional
information is be available online at: s a l ta n d l i g h ttv.o r g /i e c

Come and Go Tea - The Daughters of Providence invite you to
celebrate the golden jubilees of religious vows of Sr Emma Mudrik
(Uganda) and Sr Dolores Bussiere (Saskatoon) on Sunday, June
17 from 2 to 4:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 12 St. East,
Saskatoon. There will be a short celebration of the word at 2:30.

Marysburg Centre of the Arts Inaugural Concert (celebrating
recently installed upgrades) presents: “A Tribute to Al Gerwing &
Gregory Schulte” 7:30 p.m., Sunday, June 24 at Assumption
Church, in Marysburg, Sk., featuring loved music performed over
the years including hymns, contemporary sacred music and
medleys from “The Sound of Music” and the “Music Man.” The
evening will end with a rousing choral rendition of “Battle Hymn of
the Republic” with Gregory Schulte at the piano and a brass choir
accompaniment. Advance tickets: $15 (available from John
Brinkmeier, 682-3543 or Renee Puetz, 682-3515); tickets at the
door: $18. Additional festivities at Marysburg June 24: include a
Marysburg Royals Senior Baseball Double Header at 1 p.m. and a
barbeque 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. and Beer Gardens to end the evening.
“The Future Church” - with Ron Rolheiser, OMI and John Allen
July 9 to 12 at Queen’s House in Saskatoon. What will the Catholic
Church be like in 100 years? For information about this or other
retreats call 242-1916 or see: w w w.q u e e n sh o u se .o r g

Blackstrap Youth Camp registration has started for youth ages
9 to 13 years, with week-long camps beginning July 9-13, and
running until Aug. 5-10. Activities include canoeing, tenting, arts &
crafts, praise & worship, swimming, variety night, a mud pit and
dance. Application forms online: www.blackstrapyouthcamp.com

Diocesan Prayer Intention: We pray as a diocesan
family for newly-ordained deacons Colin Roy and Daniel
Yasinski; as well as for Gregory Roth and Hoang Nguyen
who will be ordained to the priesthood later this month. May
the Holy Spirit continue to guide them in a journey of love
and service as they respond to God’s call in their lives.
This “Diocesan Bulletin” is a publication of The
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon

Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: 306-242-1500 Toll free: 1-877-661-5005 Fax: 306-244-6010
Email: commun ication s @s as k atoo n r cd ioces e.com

w w w.s as katoonr cdioces e.com

The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

June 7, 2012
Dear Catholic faithful of Saskatchewan,
From June 21st to 24th, Saskatoon will host one of the seven national gatherings of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC). We are writing to invite you to give serious attention to this
gathering and its aims.
As many of you are aware, the Government of Canada organized ‘Indian Residential Schools’,
most run by Christian churches, from the 1840s onward, with the last school closing in 1996. Not
everything that happened at residential schools was negative, and many people worked there
with good will and generosity. However, the schools were a part of a policy of deliberate
cultural assimilation of Aboriginal peoples, and over the decades, much abuse took place at these
schools. As the Catholic Church in Saskatchewan, we were involved in the residential schools
and we recognize a moral responsibility and obligation to be involved in healing and
reconciliation efforts.
In recent years, apologies have been extended by Catholic religious communities involved with
the schools and by groups of bishops and church leaders. We also apologize for the abuse which
took place at those schools, and for our part in the suppression of First Nations and Métis culture
and language. In 2009, in a meeting with First Nations leaders, Pope Benedict XVI “expressed
his sorrow at the anguish caused by the deplorable conduct of some members of the Church and
he offered his sympathy and prayerful solidarity” with those negatively impacted by the
Residential Schools. But we also need to move beyond apologies. The apologies are the seeds
which we hope will lead to a bountiful harvest of reconciliation and healing.
We cannot change the past, but it is for us to work together with Aboriginal communities in
building a shared future of mutual respect. The Truth and Reconciliation gathering is an event
which holds great opportunity, as it is geared towards a new future, arrived at by honestly
dealing with the past. Aboriginal leaders and elders have shown an openness to engage with the
people of Canada, and with the churches who were part of the residential schools. An invitation
is being extended to engage in a relationship building process. As Harry Lafond, Director of the
Office of the Treaty Commissioner, recently put it, “We are looking for representatives of the
Church willing to walk with us on our journey, so that it becomes a reciprocally beneficial
relationship. The TRC is an invitation to come and experience the story of the people; not to be a
spectator but to be a participant. Those who have been willing to engage deeply have also
learned and received in the process.”

A large number of former students of residential schools, and their descendants, live in
Saskatchewan. The Gospel we proclaim calls us to actively address the legacy of the assimilation
policies, and the larger cluster of issues relating to colonialism, racism and prejudice, and the
rupture with traditional Aboriginal ways of life. These are not ‘Aboriginal issues’ but issues for
all of us. This is about our communities, our province, our church.
The TRC will eventually come to an end, but the Church will continue to walk with Aboriginal
people. The canonization of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha in October will be a celebration
acknowledging the greatness and holiness of a young First Nations woman. Marking that
tremendously important event in the life of our Church will be a way of strengthening ties with
Aboriginal communities. Walking closely with our Catholic Aboriginal brothers and sisters will
open doors, and teach us how to walk together with Aboriginal communities as a whole. This
will continue to call forth an ongoing exchange of cultural and spiritual gifts. There are also
many ongoing issues beyond residential schools which our parishes and our dioceses are
challenged to address. These needs impel us to walk with our Aboriginal sisters and brothers in
advocating for justice and healing in our society.
One initiative which the Canadian Catholic Church has undertaken, consistent with the TRC, is
the Moving Forward Together campaign. This campaign has drawn together Catholic faith
communities across Canada to support initiatives in our local communities, and on the national
scene as well. Information on Moving Forward Together will be distributed in your parishes
soon, and we would welcome your support for that campaign.
In closing, we strongly encourage you to attend the TRC, even for a few hours, more if you are
able, to learn about this part of our past, and to prayerfully reflect on ways in which we as
individuals, parishes and dioceses, might more effectively be the artisans of healing and
reconciliation which Christ our Lord has called us to be.
Yours sincerely in Christ,

__________________________________
Most Rev. Daniel J. Bohan,
Archbishop of Regina

___________________________________
Most Rev. Albert Thevenot
Bishop of Prince Albert

__________________________________
Most Rev. Donald Bolen
Bishop of Saskatoon

___________________________________
Most Rev. Bryan Bayda
Ukrainian Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon

__________________________________

Most Rev. Sylvain Lavoie, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Keewatin-Le Pas

