Pastor’s Message
My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Christmas is the celebration of the birth of the child Jesus. And this year marks the 2018 birthday of
Jesus’ birth. With his birth, the new world of promise has been born and God has been proven
trustworthy. The question is: Has the birth of Jesus made a difference in our lives?
Jesus’ birth is shrouded in paradox. “He was in the beginning with God.” (John 1:2) But he enters our
world and takes on the lowliness of human flesh; though all things belong to him, he concealed himself
in swaddling clothes. He is the Prince of Peace, but comes to a world of conflicts. He is the light but
descends into a world of darkness. The key question we should ask is: What has really changed with
the birth of Jesus? Do we have peace in our world? Are the poor relieved? Do we love each other as he
proclaimed? How have we responded to the message of Christmas, proclaimed by the angels: “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace...”? (Luke 2:14)
The new world that Jesus brings is already unfolding in our midst. Many people go out of their way to
care for the vulnerable in our communities, not only during the Christmas season but also throughout
the year. People collect food and distribute clothes and medical supplies to the poor and needy. Some
volunteer their time and energy taking care of the sick whilst others are making sure that the homeless
are well-sheltered. If we do not see this new world unfolding, perhaps it is because we ourselves are
doing nothing to bring it about.
Let us therefore celebrate this Christmas with a firm resolution to change our world by doing
something in our own small way. Merry Christmas to you all!

Fr. Ephraim Mensah
Hot Apple Cider
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 cinnamon sticks
1 tsp black peppercorns
1/2 tsp whole cloves
1/4 tsp ground nutmeg
4 cups unsweetened apple juice
1/2 tbsp. orange zest
pure maple syrup (optional to add sweetness)
Whole cranberries; orange slices, fresh
cinnamon sticks (optional garnish before
serving)

1) Toast cinnamon, peppercorns and cloves in
sauce pan over medium high heat until aromatic
(about 4-5 min.), stirring frequently.
2) Add apple juice, nutmeg and orange zest. Bring
to a boil.
3) Reduce heat and simmer for 15-20 minutes to
desired strength. Adjust sweetness with syrup.
4) Strain in fine-mesh sieve and allow to cool
slightly before serving.
5) Garnish with whole cranberries, orange slices
and/or fresh cinnamon sticks when serving for
extra flair!

Please, take this bulletin home with you! Merry Christmas!

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR SCHEDULE
Wed Dec 26th

Parish Office Closed (Dec 24th-Jan 2nd)
Mass and Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
(+David Pitka)
7:00pm

Thurs Dec 27th

12:15 Mass (+Pauline Landsberg)

12:15pm

Fri Dec 28th

12:15 Mass (+Derek Hagel)

12:15pm

Sat Dec 29th

Reconciliation

11:00am

Sun Dec 30th

Rosary
Sunday Mass

Mon Dec 31st

Mass (Solemnity of Mary Mother of God)

5:00pm

Tue Jan 1st

Mass (Solemnity of Mary Mother of God)
Bishop’s Levee

11:00am
2:00pm

Wed Jan 2nd

Parish Office Opens
9:00am
Mass and Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
(+Petronila Santos)
7:00pm

Thurs Jan 3rd

12:15 Mass (+Emmanuel Bertsch)
Golden Age Card Club
Eucharistic Adoration

12:15pm
1:30pm
7:00pm

Fri Jan 4th

Mass at Sherbrooke (+Richard Clayton)
12:15 Mass (+Clara Zakreski)
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

10:00am
12:15pm
1:00pm

Sat Jan 5th

Reconciliation

11:00am

Sun Jan 6th

Rosary
Sunday Mass
CatChat Kids Club

(New Years Eve)

(New Years Day)

(Epiphany)

8:30am
9:00am, 11:30am, 6:30pm

8:30am
9:00am, 11:30am, 6:30pm
2:00pm

Donate Now!

Please, take this bulletin home with you! Merry Christmas!

We depend almost entirely on individual
donations to pay bills and keep the lights on.
Your support for this community of faith is
immeasurably helpful, greatly appreciated and
eligible for a tax receipt!

Diocesan Bulletin
CHRISTMAS EDITION

1

h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca

In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Upcoming Events

Contemplative Mass will be led by Fr. Kevin McGee at 7
p.m. Friday, Jan. 4 at St. Augustine Church, 602 Boychuk Dr.,
Saskatoon. The rhythm of the Contemplative Mass is a gentle,
steady flow, marked by 20 minutes of silence after Communion
to allow space for reflection and recognition of the intimate
presence of Christ who comes to us through scripture and the
Eucharist. Silence within this form of worship can feel
uncomfortable or awkward, especially when experienced for the
first time. We encourage you to relax and rest in the abiding
presence of God.

Dying Healed Workshop will be held Saturday, Jan. 19,
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at St. Philip Neri, 1902 Munroe Ave.,
Saskatoon. Cost is $15 includes a workbook (free will offering
for lunch). Dying Healed Workshops provide comprehensive
education on palliative care/end of life issues and preliminary
training for palliative and hospital volunteers. This is also a
great resource for anyone wishing to provide compassion and
support to those in need, particularly at the end of life.
Registration is required: deadline is Jan. 11. Contact Ethna
Martin at (306) 343-0325 or: e.martin@stphilipneriparish.ca

Are Your Affairs in Order? There are three opportunities to
attend a 2-hour “Are Your Affairs in Order?” presentation at
Queen’s House, 601 Taylor St W, Saskatoon: Jan. 15 at 2:30
p.m. or Jan. 16 at 7 p.m. or Jan. 23 at 2:30 p.m. Jocelyne
Hamoline from the Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation
will explain the importance of having a Will, Health Care
Directive, and Power of Attorney, as well as how to prepare
other components of your personal and financial life; all within
the persepective of Catholic faith. A “Catholic Planning Guide to
My Estate” package and the “Faith-Based Advanced Health
Care Directive” will be available for $5 (cash or check please).
Registration is free but seating is limited. Please pre-register by
calling Jocelyne Hamoline at (306) 659-5849, or by emailing:
jhamoline@dscf.ca or register online at: https://dscf.ca/events

Estate and financial planning for families of people
with disabilities will be presented by the Diocese of
Saskatoon Catholic Foundation and Inclusion Saskatchewan at
7 p.m. Jan. 31 at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson
Road, Saskatoon. This 2-hour session will help families and
guardians make a person-centred plan for the son or daughter
who experiences disability, create a circle of support, provide
tools to help get finances organized, and information on
testamentary trusts for future care. There is no cost, but preregistration is required: online at https://dscf.ca/events or call
Jocelyne at (306) 659-5849.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory of a Father’s
only begotten son, full of grace and truth. - JOHN 1:14

May the light of Christ’s coming into
the world bring peace and joy to all!

Merry Christmas from Bishop Mark Hagemoen
and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Visit the diocesan website for a Christmas video
message from Bishop Mark Hagemoen:
h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca

Follow @saskatooncath on Twitter or find us on
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/saskatoonrcdiocese
The Catholic Pastoral Centre will be closed
Dec. 25 and Dec. 26, as well as Jan. 1, 2019.

Marriage Preparation course at St. Philip Neri parish,

1902 Munroe Ave. (at Taylor Street E.) in Saskatoon, will be
held Saturday, March 16 and also Sunday, March 17, 2019.
Pre- registration is required. Contact Shirley at (306) 343-0325.

Mark your calendar for Columbus Bosco Homes’ 25th
anniversary celebration to be celebrated on April 11, 2019 at

the annual Joe Kammermayer Memorial Fundraising Dinner to
be held at Holy Family Cathedral in Saskatoon. Watch for more
details about the celebration in the New Year.

Diocesan Prayer -Today as we celebrate the birth of our
Savior, we pray as a diocesan family that all of God’s
creation will rejoice with us!

Message Board

Christmas Season Mass Times (including for the

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, Dec. 31-Jan.1) are posted at:
https://rcdos.ca/advent-penitential-services-christmas-schedule
or see your local parish or call (306) 242-1500 for more info.

Catholic Hospital Chaplaincy continues - For pastoral
visits at Saskatoon City or Royal University Hospitals
contact Jackie Saretsky at (306) 659-5839 or (306) 292-5531 or
e-mail: jsaretsky@rcdos.ca For spiritual care at St. Paul's
Hospital ask at the nursing desk, or call (306) 655-5000 and
ask them to page Spiritual Care.

Do You Need a Place to Stay or Meet? Consider Queen’s
House! To inquire about booking Queen’s House, 601 Taylor

Street West, Saskatoon, contact Pauline Henry at (306) 2421925 or email: bookings@queenshouse.org

St Angela Merici Residence is now accepting residents

for assisted living as well as personal care. Women and men,
individuals and couples are welcome to the residence located
in Lawson Heights on Cree Crescent in Saskatoon. To book a
tour please call Shannon at (306) 242-5566, ext. 5.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Jan. 20 to Jan. 27, 2019

“Justice and only justice you shall pursue” - Deut. 16: 18-20

Events in Saskatoon include

Opening Service - 3:00 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20
St. Joseph Parish, 535 8th Street E., Saskatoon

Singing into Unity - 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 22

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, 436 Spadina Cr. E., Saskatoon

Service and Luncheon - Thursday, Jan. 24
Liturgy 12:00 p.m. Lunch 12:30 p.m.
Queen’s House of Retreat and Renewal,
601 Taylor St. West, Saskatoon

Closing Service - 3:00 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 27
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of St. George.
210 Avenue M South, Saskatoon

Daily 8 a.m. Morning Services at:

Monday, Jan. 21 - St. Matthew Anglican Church

Tuesday, Jan. 22 - Holy Covenant Evangelical Orthodox
Wednesday, Jan. 23 - St. Martin’s United Church

Thursday, Jan. 24 - Sts-Martyrs-Canadiens Parish
Friday, Jan. 25 - Redeemer Lutheran Church

For more information:

See www.pcecumenism.ca or contact the
Prairie Centre for Ecumenism for more info:
(306) 653-1633 or admin@pcecumenism.ca
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Bishops’ Levee

2 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019

Bishop LeGatt Hall, Cathedral of the Holy Family
123 Nelson Drive, Saskatoon

Everyone is welcome – no RSVP is required!
Come to meet and greet Bishop Mark Hagemoen
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon and
Bishop Bryan Bayda of the Eparchy of Saskatoon.
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Assemblies.

Donations of new children’s pajamas, children’s
story books and back packs - As part of a project to help

fathers in prison improve parenting skills and stay connected to
their families, the Office of Restorative Ministry in the diocese of
Saskatoon is participating in a project to record men reading
bedtime stories to send to their children. The office is seeking
donations of short children’s story books and new pajamas
sizes 4 to 12, to accompany the recorded bedtime stories, as
well as small child backpacks to carry everything for delivery to
the children. (Please note: larger sizes of pyjamas – sizes 1012 – are especially needed.) Drop off any donations at the
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 2nd floor of the Cathedral of the Holy
Family 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, during regular hours of 9
a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays, or contact
Dianne Anderson (306) 659-5845 for more information.

Saskatoon Pregnancy Options Centre Curling Funspiel
will be held March 16 from noon to 8:00 p.m., with four end
games, two-game guarantee. All types of teams are welcome.
Cost: $160/team or $300/2 teams, meal is included. Supperonly ticket is $25/adult or $13/child. All events take place at the
CN Curling Club, 1602 Chappell Drive, Saskatoon. Board
games and silent dessert auction will be available. To register or
for more information, email: spoc@sasktel.net
The Western Canadian Catholic Stewardship Conference
will be held June 6-8 in Saskatoon. All clergy, parish leaders,
laypersons, parish pastoral council members, and development
officers are welcome to attend. Stewardship is part of Christian
life that acknowledges that God has given us everything we
have. For more information about this inspiring and informative
conference, visit the stewardship website at www.wccsc.ca
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