September 13, 2020

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Pope Francis - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sept. 17, 2017
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

This Sunday’s Gospel passage (cf. Mt 18:21-35) offers us a lesson
on forgiveness which does not deny wrongdoing, but recognizes that human
beings, created in God’s image, are always greater than the evil they commit.
Saint Peter asks Jesus: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? As many as seven times?” (v. 21). To Peter, forgiving the same
person seven times already seemed the maximum possible. And perhaps to us
it may already seem too much to do so twice. But Jesus answers, “I do not say
to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (v. 22), meaning always. You
must always forgive. And he confirms this by telling the parable of the merciful
king and the wicked servant, in which he shows the inconsistency of the man who was first forgiven and then
refused to forgive.
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The king in the parable is a generous man who, spurred by compassion, forgives
an enormous debt — “10,000 talents”: enormous — to a servant who beseeches
him. That same servant, however, as soon as he meets another servant like
himself who owes him 100 dinarii — which is much less — behaves in a ruthless
way and has him thrown in prison. The servant’s inconsistent behavior is the
same as ours when we refuse to forgive our brothers and sisters. Whereas the
king in the parable is the image of God who loves us with a love that is so rich in
mercy as to welcome us, love us and forgive us continuously.
From the time of our Baptism, God has forgiven us, releasing us from an
intractable debt: original sin. But that is the first time. Then, with boundless
mercy, he forgives us all our faults as soon as we show even the least sign of
repentance. This is how God is: merciful. When we are tempted to close our
heart to those who have offended us and tell us they are sorry, let us remember
our Heavenly Father’s words to the wicked servant: “I forgave you all that debt
because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as I had mercy on you?” (vv. 32-33). Anyone who has experienced the
joy, peace and inner freedom which come from being forgiven should open him
or herself up to the possibility of forgiving in turn.
Jesus wished to introduce the teaching of this parable into the Our Father. He
linked the forgiveness which we ask from God with the forgiveness that we
should accord our brothers and sisters: “And forgive us our debts, as we also
have forgiven our debtors” (Mt 6:12). God’s forgiveness is the symbol of his
“overflowing” love for each of us. It is the love that leaves us free to distance
ourselves, like the prodigal son, but which awaits our return every day. It is the
resourceful love of the shepherd for the lost sheep. It is the tenderness which
welcomes each sinner who knocks at his door. The Heavenly Father — our
Father — is filled, is full of love and he wants to offer it to us, but he cannot do
so if we close our heart to love towards others.
May the Virgin Mary help us to become ever more aware of the gratuitousness
and the greatness of the forgiveness received from God, to become merciful like
him, Good Father, slow to anger and great in love.
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PARISH NEWS

Meetings at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, Fall 2020: Holy Family is slowly re-opening its
facilities to group meetings in the shadow of the Covid-19 pandemic. However, things are not yet back
to normal - significant restrictions are still in place. In order for any gatherings to happen safely, it is
vital that the organizers and participants of all activities are following good health and safety protocols
for their events, for the safety of all members of our community, especially those who are most
vulnerable. All groups must pre-book their gathering, both to ensure the availability of space and to
confirm that the event meets with current parish guidelines for public activities. Contact our Facilities
Manager by email: jim@holyfamilycathedral.ca, or phone: 306-659-5800.
Tammy Kanak Memorial Bench Project: Tammy was a parishioner and long standing member of the
9:00am choir here at the Cathedral of the Holy Family.
Tammy Kanak was a caring and dedicated teacher for many years at St. Volodymyr School, as well as
several other schools within the Greater Saskatoon Catholic School Division. Tammy was best known
for her strong faith, kindness, and gift of music which she shared generously. She was an amazing wife
to Michael and loving mother to her three children Caleb, Sarah and Rebecca.
To honor Tammy, St. Volodymyr School would like to install a bench on their school grounds in her
memory. In order to make this memorial bench a reality we are reaching out to her parish friends, colleagues, school community and beyond for help in our fundraising efforts. Our goal for the purchase
and installation is $4000 and we are working in partnership with the Greater Saskatoon Catholic
Schools Foundation in these efforts.
For those who are interested in assisting with this project we invite you to direct your donations to the
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Foundation. Please make cheques payable to the GSCS Foundation
and note that the funds are to be used for the Tammy Kanak Memorial Bench Project. If you prefer to
pay by credit card, you may, by contacting the Foundation. The Foundation is a charitable organization
which can issue receipts for donations of $20 or more, their contact information is listed below. It is our
hope that we will meet our fundraising goal this Fall in order to allow us to move forward with this project. An unveiling date will then be determined. Thank you for your consideration and any support that
you may be able to give. God bless. Sincerely, Shawn Lorenz, Principal - St. Volodymyr School

GRADITUDE CORNER

CATHEDRAL BLOG
CANNED PEACHES BY: ROSA CASWELL
How are we going to get through this season? Will schools close again? Will the employment rate
go up soon? Will I unknowingly give a sweet elderly person COVID-19? Who will be the next
president of the US? And since when was the beginning of September so cold? I have no answers
to my many anxiety induced questions. What can I say, I think we can all agree that things have
gotten a bit tipsy turvy in 2020.
Therefore, I went a little tipsy turvy my self and looked to my past self to seek a little wisdom. A
blog I had written in the fall of last year recalled to me a time when the unknowns did not govern
my every thought. Turns out, I very much needed 2019 me. 2019 me was very calm and helpful. And so it is with frayed hair and my 3rd
large coffee of the day that I offer you “Canned Peaches”, a remembrance of days, when predictability was a thing and I had the brain
space to serenely ponder and make lovely descriptions. Grab a blanket, snuggle up to your hot beverage and enjoy a 2019 reflection on
the graces of Autumn...

To read the rest of Rosa’s blog, go to: holyfamilycathedral.ca/blogs

MORE PARISH NEWS
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ONLINE 50/50: Like many organizations the Knights of Columbus have had to
pivot efforts in response to the pandemic. Typically, at this time of year we would be promoting our annual
Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital Celebrity Dinner which we had originally scheduled for Saturday Oct. 24,
2020. Unfortunately, we have had to defer plans for our next Celebrity Dinner into the future.
Now for the good news! The Knights have found another exciting way to continue to support the Children’s
Hospital through hosting an online 50/50. Our 50/50 began on Monday August 31st and will run for 6 weeks
through to Monday October 12th, (Thanksgiving).
100% of the proceeds in support of the Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital Family Comfort Room within the
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) and Chaplaincy support. The Prize will be 50% of the gross sales to a
maximum prize of $50,000. To read the rules of play and buy your tickets today, go to:
kofc5050.ca/
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Fr. Deyre Azcuna

Contact Us
Baptism (Infants):
Andy Korvemaker: andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Christian Initiation (RCIA):
Andy Korvemaker: andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Confirmation and First Eucharist:
Visit: hfsacraments.ca

Cathedral Administrator
David Polzen

Marriage:
Contact Fr. Deyre at least one year prior to the anticipated
date of marriage: deyre@holyfamilycathedral.ca

Faith Formation Minister
Andy Korvemaker

Marriage Preparation: Next session - Spring 2021.
Contact David Polzen: dpolzen@rcdos.ca

Youth Ministry Coordinator
Vacant

Reconciliation:
11:00am - noon on Saturdays or by appointment.

Financial Secretary
Linda Bobowski

Communion to Homebound & Elderly:
Please contact the parish office:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca or call 306-659-5800.

Facilities Manager
Jim Nakoneshny
Administrative Assistant
Rosa Caswell
Pastoral Council Chair
Bernie Klein
Finance Council Chair
Denis Sirois

Facility Rentals:
Please contact Jim Nakoneshny: jim@holyfamilycathedral.ca
To add people to the prayer list:
Please contact the Parish Office during the week at
306-659-5800.
Covenant of Care:
Please Contact our Parish Office: 306-659-5800

Include in your Prayers
This list is for those who are in need of prayer, whether they be sick or well, living or deceased. If you would like your name or a name
of a loved one to be listed, please call the parish office. Those whose names are listed must consent to having their name on the list.
Russ Muzyka
Ed Ecker
Buettner Family
Marg McMahon
The Power & Cater Families
The Ponsaran Family
The Posada Family

The Family of Philomena Santos
Desiree Real and Family
The Intentions of Lucille Reding
The Renneberg Family
Cousin Allen
Health and Safety of Essential Workers
A Special Intention

Kayden Kot
Bob Rainbow
Peace and understanding between people.
The Family of Celine Schlosser
Sawyer Bissonnette
Gerald Barrie Healing and Recovery

Please note, names will be removed from this prayer list after 4 months. If you would like your name or the name of a loved one to
remain on the list after 4 months, please call the parish office and ask to have the name continued.
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