February 21, 2021

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
From the Pastors Desk
As we begin the Season of Lent this year the liturgy turns our attention to the wilderness where we will encounter the Lord in
whom we anticipate a new Springtime of grace. It is no coincidence that the word lent comes to us from the old English word
“lencten,” which translates into spring. How wonderful it is for us to live in Saskatchewan and experience the dramatic shifting
of seasons that occurs precisely at this time of year. To go from the cold, frozen and lifeless ground of winter, to the warm and
fertile ground of spring is a beautiful metaphor for the spiritual transformation occurring within our hearts during the season of
Lent. Last week we heard during the weekday liturgies the story of creation which began with Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden, and how through listening to the temptation of the serpent this beautiful paradise was barred for them, and creation
becomes barren because there is so little love. Consequently, the garden has become to the psalmist a “dry weary land without
water.”
So, we come into this season of 40 days not just as a random amount of days, but a biblical number established by God to
signify an appointed time, an amount of time deemed in God’s wisdom to restore the disorder of sin. It was 40 days that Noah
stayed in the ark during the flood and 40 days waiting for the waters to recede. This is the first occurrence of 40 days we
encounter in the Bible, and it is connected to the purification and renewal of the earth that culminates in a new covenant
relationship with God. The same is true for Moses who spent 40 days on Mount Sinai in prayer receiving a new covenant
relationship in the commandments of God.

Now in Jesus we allow the spirit to lead us into the wilderness, into these 40 days spent with Jesus in the desert, so that we can
experience a new springtime of faith through God’s grace. For unlike Adam, Jesus is not fooled by the temptations of the devil
and therefore does not fall into sin. Jesus comes now in this favorable time, in this appointed time of His wisdom to save us
from sin, by now flooding our hearts with grace to renew our baptismal promises and nourish us with the chalice of Salvation.
Here, Jesus enters into the wilderness of our hearts where we are confused, lost, hurting and wounded, not just by the
circumstances of a pandemic or trials of life, but also through our betrayal of succumbing to temptation, the lies of the evil one.
And here Jesus soaks the soil of our hearts with his precious Blood, flooding our souls with his love from his pierced Heart, and
thus making fertile what was once barren. It is truly him who will visit you this Lent making what appeared to be dead to bud
and blossom into a springtime of grace and favor. May the words of our Holy Father from the beginning of this season of Lent
inspire your journey.
Fr. Gerard Cooper
“Lent is a humble descent both inwards and towards others. It is about
realizing that salvation is not an ascent to glory, but a descent in love. It
is about becoming little. Lest we go astray on our journey, let us stand
before the cross of Jesus: the silent throne of God… Let us daily
contemplate those wounds. In them, we recognize our emptiness, our
shortcomings, the wounds of our sin and all the hurt we have
experienced. Yet there too, we see clearly that God points his finger at
no one, but rather opens his arms to embrace us. His wounds were
inflicted for our sake, and by those wounds we have been healed. By
kissing those wounds, we will come to realize that there, in life’s most
painful wounds, God awaits us with his infinite mercy. Because there,
where we are most vulnerable, where we feel the most shame, he came
to meet us. And having come to meet us, he now invites us to return to
him, to rediscover the joy of being loved.” -Pope Francis

PARISH NEWS
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Stations of the Cross will be held at the Cathedral

of the Holy Family at 7pm on Friday evenings during Lent. The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be held on Wednesday
afternoons at 3pm. Please see our website for more information and for materials to follow along from home:
holyfamilycathedral.ca/lent. May we all have a blessed and fruitful Lent!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8215: Brother Knights, this pandemic may have you feeling cut off and alone but rest assured,
you have your fraternity with Council 8215. We are holding virtual general meetings on the first Wednesday of every month
starting at 8:00 PM and everyone is invited to attend. We are viewing and discussing the KofC “Into the Breach” video series at the
end of each general meeting. Please check your emails for each week’s link. If you don’t receive Council 8215’s emails please send
an email to kofc8215@gmail.com to have your contact information updated. Membership renewals are due. Interested in be
coming more engaged with the Knights council? Consider joining the Executive by submitting your interest through
kofc8215@gmail.com. Visit the KofC8215 Facebook page to stay informed. facebook.com/knightsofcolumbus8215 Upcoming
events: The Annual D’Arcy McGee Twilight Retreat Mass will be held on Thursday, February 18th at 7:00 pm. Following Mass, a
Knights of Columbus Fraternal Benefits Presentation will be held on Zoom at 7:45. Our council is hosting the KofC Men’s Spiritual
Enrichment weekend again on the morning of Saturday, March 13th, 2021 beginning at 8:30 am and ending at noon with guest
speaker Father Stephano Pena. The Knights of Columbus Support of Life Presentation and Auction: This year, the Knights in
conjunctions with Queen’s House will conduct an on-line auction scheduled to open on March 1 and close on Thursday, March 25
at 8 pm. A variety show presentation using Zoom will take place on Thursday, March 25th beginning at 7:00 pm and lasting about
90 minutes. Registration details to come. Please register for events through Queen’s House (KofC Events) at queenshouse.org
Saskatoon KofC Chapter virtual rosary is held on the 4th Sunday of every month at 7:00 PM. Use this link to join Feb 28, 2021 at
07:00 PM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81021442117?pwd=VXFtZU5jZEdHL3dBWTBjS0dzVlVMdz09.

CWL: The CWL Secret Prayer sister program will continue this
year. As all information is collected, we will be assigned another
CWL member to pray for this year. The prime purpose is to be
spiritually bonded through prayer and keep it a secret. Some like to
surprise their secret sister with a card anonymously on a special
occasion such as birthday, wedding anniversary, or perhaps
Christmas or Easter. Special thanks to CWL chairperson past
president Avis Hardy for arranging it this year. Due to a delay with
the pandemic keep praying for the one you have now.

PREGNANCY OPTIONS CENTRE EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR For a complete job
description or to submit a resume please call 306-665-7550 or
email cathyl@saskatoonpregnancyoptions.com

CATHEDRAL OF HOLY FAMILY SCRIPTURE STUDY
has been meeting at the church for 8 years to break open the
Sunday Readings in discussion and prayer. We have missed each
other in this time of pandemic when we couldn’t meet at the
church. We have launched a free zoom gathering meeting online
on Thursdays 9:30 to 11:00 am. We are open to anyone who wants
to join us to talk and enjoy each other’s company while preparing
us for
Sunday mass. Call Diane Waldbillig at 306-370-6682 or
email dlwaldbillig@gmail.com. All welcome!

“DID YOU KNOW?” A NEW FINANCE FACT EVERY WEEK!

LENTEN HIGHLIGHTS

WEEKDAY LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Sunday Mass Times
Vigil: Saturday 5pm & 7pm (Temporary)
Sunday: 9:00am, 11:00am,
1:00pm & 6:30pm

Reconciliation
Thursday: 7pm - 8pm
Friday: 11am - 12noon
Saturday: 11am - 12noon

Weekday Mass Times
Monday - 12:15pm
Tuesday - 12:15pm
Wednesday - 12:15pm & 7:00pm
Thursday 12:15pm
Friday - 12:15pm
Saturday - 12:15pm (Sunday Vigil - 5 & 7pm)

Eucharistic Adoration:
Thursdays: 7pm - 8:30pm
1st Fridays: 11am-12noon
Rosary & Devotion to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help: Wednesdays @ 6:00pm
Rosary: Saturday 11:45am-12noon

Lenten Devotions:
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Wednesdays @ 3pm
Stations of the Cross: Fridays @ 7pm
Please Include in your Prayers
This list is for those who are in need of prayer, whether they be sick or well, living or deceased. If you
would like your name or a name of a loved one to be listed, please call the parish office. Those whose
names are listed must consent to having their name on the list. Please note, names will be removed from
this prayer list after 4 months. If you would like your name or the name of a loved one to remain on the
list after 4 months, please call the parish office and ask to have the name continued.
Lois Anderson-Grant
Al Anderson
MaryAnne Zadworny-Principe
& Family
Wanda Woznik
Maureen Switski

Edward Tham
Arthur Ecker
Kayden Kot
Pete Kot
Caroline Hamm
Patrick Paiva

Ken Cey
Marion Anderson
Maria Curran & Family
Lorna Martin
Susan Kleiter
Lorna Martin

Recently Deceased

Ron Ecker
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------May the God that loves us all, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Cathedral Staff & Administration
Bishop of Saskatoon Most Rev. Mark Hagemoen
Pastor Rector Fr. Gerard Cooper
Associate Pastor Fr. Deyre Azcuna
Cathedral Administrator David Polzen
Faith Formation Minister Andy Korvemaker

Financial Secretary Linda Bobowski
Facilities Manager Jim Nakoneshny
Administrative Assistant Rosa Caswell
Pastoral Council Chair Bernie Klein
Finance Council Chair Denis Sirois

Contact Us
Baptism (Infants): andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Christian Initiation (RCIA):
andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Confirmation and First Eucharist: hfsacraments.ca
Marriage: deyre@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Marriage Preparation: Next session - March 5/6
2021. dpolzen@rcdos.ca

Reconciliation By appointment:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Communion to Homebound & Elderly:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca or call 306-659-5800.
Facility Rentals: jim@holyfamilycathedral.ca
To add people to the prayer list: Parish Office during
the week at 306-659-5800.
Covenant of Care: Parish Office: 306-659-5800

123 Nelson Road Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1
PH: 306-659-5800 FAX: 1-888-897-7980
E-mail: info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Office Hours: 9:00am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
(Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm for lunch)

