March 21, 2021

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - SOLIDARITY SUNDAY

From the Pastor’s Desk
This week we enter a special time of Lent called Passion-tide, as our focus shifts to the sacrifice that Jesus makes on the
Cross for our salvation. The parable of the seed that dies and bears fruit that we hear in today’s Gospel according to St.
John is not merely given to us on this fifth Sunday of Lent as a moral lesson to deny oneself so that we can bear fruits of
holiness. Although that is true, for St. John, the seed draws us into a rich Christology of entering the mystery of Christ
who dies and is buried, and on the third day rises from the dead. It is Christ’s death and resurrection that is indelibly
printed on us at our baptism, and through this baptismal grace we see the glory of Jesus lifted up on the Cross as the
judgment of this world and the driving out of the ruler of this world. Again, as we heard last Sunday Judgment comes to
us from the Greek word krisis, which at its root means decision. So, in the Cross we see the hour of the Son’s glory, the
Father’s decision not for the evil of suffering, but as the glory of an only Son who filled with obedience, enters the will of
the Father, which is our salvation. Hence the Gospel, God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. This is the
decision of God for you, that you now through Christ’s obedience, the beloved of the Father, hear the voice from Heaven
pronouncing the glory of God.
It is the custom of the Church on this fifth Sunday of Lent as we enter passion-tide to veil the images of Jesus and the
saints, not to hide them or cover the beauty they point us towards, but to remind us of what has become so familiar to
us that we fail to see. In other words, have we become so familiar as not to see the glory of the Father through the
obedience of Jesus. Not to suffer aimlessly the evils of this world, but to give himself in sacrificial love, into the hands of
our humanity lost in disobedience, trusting in the Father who can draw good out of all things, even the sufferings of
this world.
Pope Francis, in his letter Fratelli Tutti, invites us to share in this love for others as Christ loves us. To recognize in our
brothers and sisters, no matter the distance, physical or other, the love that reconciles us to see the glory of the
Father.
“Francis did not wage a war of words aimed at imposing doctrines; he simply spread the love of God. He understood that “God is
love and those who abide in love abide in God” (1 Jn 4:16). In this way, he became a father to all and inspired the vision of a
fraternal society. Indeed, “only the man who approaches others, not to draw them into his own life, but to help them become ever
more fully themselves, can truly be called a father”. In the world of that time, bristling with watchtowers and defensive walls, cities
were a theatre of brutal wars between powerful families, even as poverty was spreading through the countryside. Yet there Francis
was able to welcome true peace into his heart and free himself of the desire to wield power over others. He became one of the
poor and sought to live in harmony with all.” (FT #4)
May the Passion of our Lord bring you confidence in the Father’s love to
experience the peace of Christ,
Fr. Gerard Cooper

Pope Francis, center, at an
interreligious meeting at
the Plain of Ur.

PARISH NEWS
THE SASKATOON KOFC IN SUPPORT
OF LIFE COMMITTEE is hosting an online
fundraiser to support the pro-life organizations that
operate in the Saskatoon area. The event can be
accessed with the following link;
www.queenshouse.org.page_id=8806. The
fundraiser consists of an online auction which is live
starting March 1 and closes at 9 pm on March
25th. There will also be a live online Zoom program
on March 25th, beginning at 7 pm. This event is
provided with the assistance of the staff at the
Queens House of Retreats. Admission is free but
there is also a link to be able to donate a non-tax
deductible gift to the Queen's House of $20 to help
cover the costs of the event. We hope you will join
us in this important fundraising event as well as a
chance to visit online with pro-life friends from
around the province. See you on March 25, 7 pm.
For more information call Louis Roth 306-249-2764
CWL: A year since our last CWL general meeting in person, a virtual one was coordinated with thanks to co-president,
Margo. We joined the rosary. As organized by the Diocesan CWL Council which is every Wednesday at 1pm during COVID. The
World Day of Prayer Worship Service followed as prepared by the Christian woman of Vanuatu - a South Pacific island, This year’s
theme was “Build a Strong Foundation.” Next year the prayer service will be by the woman of England, Wales and Northern
Ireland. Donations go for social justice projects.

DEVELOPMENT & PEACE

“DID YOU KNOW?”

UPCOMING HOLY WEEK CELEBRATIONS

FROM THE BISHOP’S DESK
NEW LETTER FROM THE BISHOP - SHARE LOVE, SHARE LENT
“Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, The theme of this year’s Share Lent campaign is Share Love, Share
Lent which is inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti released last fall. Although the Holy Father
began work on this encyclical before the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, the current circumstances
that our world faces because of the pandemic has rendered the message of Fratelli Tutti all the more
prophetic and urgent….”
To read all of Bishop Mark’s letter, please visit rcdos.ca/our-diocese/bishop-mark-hagemoen/lettersstatements/ or visit the parish office during office hours to pick up a copy to take home.

WEEKDAY LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Sunday Mass Times
Vigil: Saturday 5pm (Temporary)
Sunday: 9:00am, 11:00am,
1:00pm & 6:30pm

Reconciliation
Thursday: 7pm - 8pm
Friday: 11am - 12noon
Saturday: 11am - 12noon

Weekday Mass Times
Monday - 12:15pm
Tuesday - 12:15pm
Wednesday - 12:15pm & 7:00pm
Thursday 12:15pm
Friday - 12:15pm
Saturday - 12:15pm (Sunday Vigil - 5 & 7pm)

Eucharistic Adoration:
Thursdays: 7pm - 8:30pm
1st Fridays: 11am-12noon
Rosary & Devotion to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help: Wednesdays @ 6:00pm
Rosary: Saturday 11:45am-12noon

Lenten Devotions:
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Wednesdays @ 3pm
Stations of the Cross: Fridays @ 7pm
Please Include in your Prayers
This list is for those who are in need of prayer, whether they be sick or well, living or deceased. If you would like
your name or a name of a loved one to be listed, please call the parish office. Those whose names are listed must
consent to having their name on the list. Please note, names will be removed from this prayer list after 4 months. If
you would like your name or the name of a loved one to remain on the list after 4 months, please call the parish office and ask to have the name continued.

Lois Anderson-Grant
Al Anderson
MaryAnne Zadworny-Principe
& Family
Wanda Woznik
Maureen Switski
Edward Tham

Arthur Ecker
Kayden Kot
Pete Kot
Caroline Hamm
Patrick Paiva
Ken Cey
Marion Anderson

Maria Curran & Family
Lorna Martin
Susan Kleiter
Gerald Barrie
Jane Horn
Mary Klein

Recently Deceased

Dorothy Magnell
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------May the God that loves us all, hold you in the palm of his hand.
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Contact Us
Baptism (Infants): andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Christian Initiation (RCIA):
andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Confirmation and First Eucharist: hfsacraments.ca
Marriage: deyre@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Marriage Preparation: Next session - March 5/6
2021. dpolzen@rcdos.ca

Reconciliation By appointment:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Communion to Homebound & Elderly:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca or call 306-659-5800.
Facility Rentals: jim@holyfamilycathedral.ca
To add people to the prayer list: Parish Office during
the week at 306-659-5800.
Covenant of Care: Parish Office: 306-659-5800

123 Nelson Road Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1
PH: 306-659-5800 FAX: 1-888-897-7980
E-mail: info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Office Hours: 9:00am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
(Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm for lunch)

