March 28, 2021

PALM SUNDAY

In the Palm Sunday procession we join with the crowd of disciples who in festive joy accompany the Lord during his entry into
Jerusalem. The procession is first and foremost a joyful witness that we bear to Jesus Christ, in whom the Face of God became
visible to us and thanks to whom the Heart of God is open to us. The procession of the Palms - as it was at that time for the
disciples - is primarily an expression of joy because we are able to recognize Jesus, because he allows us to be his friends and
because he has given us the key to life. This joy, however, which is at the beginning, is also an expression of our "yes" to Jesus and
our willingness to go with him wherever he takes us. The exhortation with which our Liturgy today begins, therefore, correctly
interprets the procession as a symbolic representation of what we call the "following of Christ": a description of the whole of
Christian existence. In what does it consist? What does "to follow Christ" actually mean?
At the outset, with the first disciples, its meaning was very simple and immediate: it meant that to go with Jesus these people
decided to give up their profession, their affairs, their whole life. The "following" was therefore something external, but at the same
time very internal, it is an interior change of life. It requires me no longer to be withdrawn into myself, considering my own
fulfilment the main reason for my life. It requires me to give myself freely to Another - for truth, for love, for God who, in Jesus
Christ, goes before me and shows me the way. It is a question of the fundamental decision no longer to consider usefulness and
gain, my career and success as the ultimate goals of my life, but instead to recognize truth and love as authentic criteria. By losing
myself I find myself.
Let us return to the liturgy and the procession of the Palms. In it the Liturgy has provided as the hymn Psalm 24[23]. In Israel this
was also a processional hymn used in the ascent to the hill of the temple. The Psalm interprets the interior ascent, of which the
exterior ascent is an image, and explains to us once again what it means to ascend with Christ. "Who can ascend the mountain of
the Lord?" the Psalm asks and specifies two essential conditions. Those who ascend it and truly desire to reach the heights, to
arrive at the true summit, must be people who question themselves about God. They must be people who scan their surroundings
seeking God, seeking his Face.
Dear young friends, how important precisely this is today: not merely to let oneself be taken here and there in life; not to be
satisfied with what everyone else thinks and says and does. To probe God and to seek God. Not letting the question about God
dissolve in our souls; desiring what is greater, desiring to know him - his Face...
Psalm 24[23], which speaks of the ascent, ends with an entrance liturgy in front of the temple gate: "Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! That the King of glory may come in". In the old liturgy for Palm Sunday, the priest, arriving in front
of the church, would knock loudly with the shaft of the processional cross on the door that was still closed; thereupon, it would be
opened. This was a beautiful image of the mystery of Jesus Christ himself who, with the wood of his Cross, with the power of his
love that is given, knocked from the side of the world at God's
door; on the side of a world that was not able to find access to
God. With his Cross, Jesus opened God's door, the door between
God and men. Now it is open. But the Lord also knocks with his
Cross from the other side: he knocks at the door of the world, at
the doors of our hearts, so many of which are so frequently closed
to God. And he says to us something like this: if the proof that God
gives you of his existence in creation does not succeed in opening
you to him, if the words of Scripture and the Church's message
leave you indifferent, then look at me - the God who let himself
suffer for you, who personally suffers with you - and open yourself
to me, your Lord and your God.
It is this appeal that we allow to penetrate our hearts at this moment. May the Lord help us to open the door of our hearts, the
door of the world, so that he, the living God, may arrive in his Son in our time, and reach our life. Amen.
-Pope Benedict XVI, Homily for Palm Sunday

PARISH NEWS

HOLY THURSDAY & LOCAL
CHARITIES: So when he had washed
their feet and put his garments back on
and reclined at table again, he said to
them, “Do you realize what I have done for
you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’
and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed
your feet, you ought to wash one another’s
feet. I have given you a model to follow, so
that as I have done for you, you should also
do.” Holy Thursday - Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper, Gospel Jn 13:1-15
A long standing Christian tradition to give to
local charities on Holy Thursday is more
important than ever. Donations given to the
church on Holy Thursday are given to one or
more local charities of the pastor’s choice.
Here are a few other options for your
discernment:
The Bridge on 20th:
thebridgesaskatoon.com/free-store
or 306-382-2855
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish food pantry:
olgp.ca or 306-653-4945
Pregnancy Options Centre:
saskatoonpregnancy.com or 306-665-7550
Thank you for your generosity!

Liturgy

“DID YOU KNOW?”

FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE

NEW BISHOP APPOINTED FOR THE
DIOCESE OF PRINCE ALBERT: His Holiness
Pope Francis accepted the resignation of the Most
Reverend Albert Thévenot, M. Afr., as the Bishop of
the Diocese of Prince Albert, and appointed his
successor, Father Stephen Hero. At the time of his
appointment, Father Hero was the Rector of St.
Joseph Seminary in Edmonton. Bishop Thévenot has
been the Bishop of Prince Albert for
the past 13 years. He submitted his
resignation to the Holy Father upon
reaching the age limit of 75…
Read more at
www.cccb.ca/media-release
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EASTER OUTREACH AT THE PRISON: The
diocesan Restorative Ministry Office is again seeking
monetary donations in order to purchase chocolate bunnies
for those in prison, as part of Easter outreach at the
Saskatoon Correctional Centre. This project lets the men
know they are not forgotten at this most holy season marking
the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Monetary
donations can be dropped off or mailed to Restorative
Ministry, Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road,
Saskatoon, SK. S7S 1H1. (A donation of money rather than
chocolate ensures that identical treats can be purchased).
You can also give online by going to dscf.ca/designatedministry-support/ and choosing “Restorative Ministry Fund
(Prison)” in the designation drop-down box, and then typing
“Easter Chocolates” into the optional Comments Box.

WEEKDAY LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
*SEE 2ND PAGE OF BULLETIN FOR SPECIAL HOLY WEEEK SCHEDULE

Sunday Mass Times
Vigil: Saturday 5pm (Temporary)
Sunday: 9:00am, 11:00am,
1:00pm & 6:30pm

Reconciliation
Thursday: 7pm - 8pm
Friday: 11am - 12noon
Saturday: 11am - 12noon

Weekday Mass Times
Monday - 12:15pm
Tuesday - 12:15pm
Wednesday - 12:15pm & 7:00pm
Thursday 12:15pm
Friday - 12:15pm
Saturday - 12:15pm

Eucharistic Adoration:
Thursdays: 7pm - 8:30pm
1st Fridays: 11am-12noon
Rosary & Devotion to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help: Wednesdays @ 6:00pm
Rosary: Saturday 11:45am-12noon

Please Include in your Prayers
This list is for those who are in need of prayer, whether they be sick or well, living or deceased. If you would like
your name or a name of a loved one to be listed, please call the parish office. Those whose names are listed must
consent to having their name on the list. Please note, names will be removed from this prayer list after 4 months. If
you would like your name or the name of a loved one to remain on the list after 4 months,
please call the parish office and ask to have the name continued.

Lois Anderson-Grant
Al Anderson
MaryAnne Zadworny-Principe
& Family
Wanda Woznik
Maureen Switski
Edward Tham

Arthur Ecker
Kayden Kot
Pete Kot
Caroline Hamm
Patrick Paiva
Ken Cey
Marion Anderson

Maria Curran & Family
Lorna Martin
Susan Kleiter
Gerald Barrie
Jane Chuey
Mary Klein

Recently Deceased

Phyllis Schlosser
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------May the God that loves us all, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Cathedral Staff & Administration
Bishop of Saskatoon Most Rev. Mark Hagemoen
Pastor Rector Fr. Gerard Cooper
Associate Pastor Fr. Deyre Azcuna
Cathedral Administrator David Polzen
Faith Formation Minister Andy Korvemaker

Financial Secretary Linda Bobowski
Facilities Manager Jim Nakoneshny
Administrative Assistant Rosa Caswell
Pastoral Council Chair Bernie Klein
Finance Council Chair Denis Sirois

Contact Us
Baptism (Infants): andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Christian Initiation (RCIA):
andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Confirmation and First Eucharist: hfsacraments.ca
Marriage: deyre@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Marriage Preparation: Next session - March 5/6
2021. dpolzen@rcdos.ca

Reconciliation By appointment:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Communion to Homebound & Elderly:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca or call 306-659-5800.
Facility Rentals: jim@holyfamilycathedral.ca
To add people to the prayer list: Parish Office during
the week at 306-659-5800.
Covenant of Care: Parish Office: 306-659-5800

123 Nelson Road Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1
PH: 306-659-5800 FAX: 1-888-897-7980
E-mail: info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Office Hours: 9:00am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
(Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm for lunch)

