May 16, 2021

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK...
I remember having supper with a family and seeing in their living room this painting by Rembrandt above the fireplace.
It would have been a picture in sight as they gathered together for family prayer and shared in family life together. We
are all familiar with the Gospel account of Jesus on the Sea of Galilee with the apostles when a great storm arises. Jesus
was asleep at the stern while the apostles panicked in fear. They wake
him up to apprise him of the situation and ask him to save them, and
he commands the sea to be still and questions their fear, “why are you
terrified? Do you not yet have faith?” I think we all appreciate the gift
of faith in this time of pandemic when we are facing many challenges
and fears. It is good during this time to see what preoccupies our
thoughts, perhaps even a little deeper our souls or even our hearts.
Last May I called a good friend who is the CEO of a large financial
institution and he was at his wits end dealing with the financial crisis
left in the wake of the pandemic that was just beginning. Remember
the Dow Jones Industrial had dropped from its opening of 28,868 to its
year low of 18,591, I personally had just invested in a TFSA for
retirement and seen in my first year a loss of 15%. Questions as to
what was going to happen to the economy and to our way of life
loomed large in the life of providers for families and those living off
retirement investments. For some this meant hundreds of thousands
or tens of thousands lost in savings, while for others it meant loss of
work and fear of not being able to pay the rent. I remember hearing
talk of negative interest rates, yeah they were talking about charging
you interest for having money in the bank! Do you remember last year when gas was 60 cents a litre, and the price of a
barrel of oil was so devalued because there was no place to store the reserves building up because of lack of demand? I
had to jump start my vehicle because it was left unused for so long. A year later and the Dow is at an all-time high of
34,777, our investments and retirement savings are restored and yes, the price of gas is over $1.25 and rising.
As you can see, finances are on my mind as we just completed the audit of our financial statements for 2020 and are in
the process of making them available to parishioners. Some have been curious as to what is happening with the
collections as many have been unable to attend with the government-imposed restrictions. Many of you are carrying
on in faith trusting in the Lord. Our income statements show that our revenues for last year were $1,226,845 and our
expenses were 1,097,188 for a gain of $169,657. We were also blessed during the last year to have parishioners stay
committed to paying down the debt for a total contribution of $188,478. Looking solely at collections we were once
again very blessed to have parishioners committed to their faith and giving to God an offering that is steeped in good
stewardship as we received $788,894 in regular collections and an additional $40,162 from online giving through
Canada Helps and Diocesan Foundations for a total of $829,056. If we want to look back to last year in 2019 collections
were at $904,419.
Continue to cast your cares upon the Lord and praise him in your soul for everything. For indeed he is good, loving and
compassionate.
-Fr. Gerard

SUNDAY READINGS & PRAYER INTENTIONS
COLLECT:
Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and make us rejoice
with devout thanksgiving, for the Ascension of Christ your Son is
our exaltation, and, where the Head has gone before in glory,
the Body is called to follow in hope. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
1ST READING - ACTS 1.15-17, 20C, 20A-26
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up
to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them over the course of forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5 for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.’ 6 So when they had come
together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were
gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven.’
2ND READING - EPHESIANS 4:1-13
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy
of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and
through all and in all. 7 But each of us was given grace according
to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it is said, ‘When he
ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts
to his people.’ 9 (When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean
but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the
earth? 10 He who descended is the same one who ascended far
above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11 The gifts
he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ.

GOSPEL - MARK 16.15-20
15
And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the
good news to the whole creation. 16 The one who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be
condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who
believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will
speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes in their hands,
and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will
lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.’ 19 So then the
Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went
out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord
worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that
accompanied it.
Mass & Rosary Intentions this week
Monday, May 17
12:15 pm Mass for Bryan Danchak
Rosary - For all world leaders and heads of organizations
Tuesday, May 18
12:15 pm Mass for +Jovan Esmabe
Rosary- For all doctors and nurses
Wednesday, May 19
12:15 pm Mass for Kevin & Elva Stone
7:00 pm Mass for Amanda Gall
Rosary - For all people at war and for world peace
Thursday, May 20
12:15 pm Mass for The Mehari Family
Rosary - For all pharmacists and health care personnel
Friday, May 21
12:15 pm Mass for The Mehari Family
Rosary - For all social workers
Saturday, May 22
12:15 pm Mass for The Mehari Family
Rosary - For all volunteers
Sunday, May 23
6:30 pm Mass for +Nelson Galileo Flores
Rosary - For all law enforcement, military personnel and firefighters

Please Include in your Prayers
This list is for those who are in need of prayer, whether
they be sick or well, living or deceased. If you would like
your name or a name of a loved one to be listed, please
call the parish office: 306-659-5800

Patrick Paiva
Ken Cey
Marion Anderson
Maria Curran & Family
Lorna Martin
Susan Kleiter
Gerald Barrie
Jane Horn

Mary Klein
Shirley Langdeau
Marge McMahon
Mary Anne ZadwornyPrincipe & Family
Amanda Gall
Errin Carutthers
John

PARISH NEWS

“You are chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation , people who belong to God. You were chosen to tell about the excellent qualities of God, who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9

Not

being able to gather as a
faith community has been
extremely challenging and we all
yearn for the opportunity to
come together to sing, pray and
MARCI
rejoice at Mass. We miss the
various
Parish gatherings and meetings
that allowed us to foster
companionship, friendship and
servant leadership. So, in an effort
to get reunited and reacquainted
with each other, we are pleased
REB & EILEEN
to share with you the personal
faith stories of fellow parishioners. Their efforts to stay
connected to the Church and their faith are inspiring!
YOU CAN READ MARCI’S STORY OR REB & EILEEN’S STORY
HERE: holyfamilycathedral.ca/ppe
*If you or your family would like to participate in the Holy Family’s PPE
with a submission please contact one of the following Parish Pastoral
Council Members: Jacquie Anderson jacand@shaw.ca, Heather Garman
hrgarman@sasktel.net, Willie Glasman willie.cal@sasktel.net

COLLECTION FOR THE POPE’S WORKS OF
CHARITY IS THIS SUNDAY: The Office of Papal

Charities is the department of the Holy See charged with
exercising charity to the poor in the name of the Holy
Father. This tradition goes back to the earliest centuries of
the Church. If you are interested in donating to the Papal
Charities please send or drop off your envelope to the
parish office (if you have them) or make a donation to the
the Papal Charity office directly at:
elemosineria.va/offers-for-the-popes-charity

WEEKDAY LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Sunday Mass Times
Vigil: Saturday 5pm & 7pm (Temporary)
Sunday: 9:00am, 11:00am,
1:00pm & 6:30pm

Reconciliation
Thursday: 7pm - 8pm
Friday: 11am - 12noon
Saturday: 11am - 12noon

Weekday Mass Times
Monday - 12:15pm
Tuesday - 12:15pm
Wednesday - 12:15pm & 7:00pm
Thursday 12:15pm
Friday - 12:15pm
Saturday - 12:15pm

Eucharistic Adoration:
Thursdays: 7pm - 8:30pm
1st Fridays: 11am-12noon
Rosary & Devotion to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help: Wednesdays @ 6:00pm
Rosary: Saturday 11:45am-12noon

Support our parish...
Advertise your business here!
Contact the parish office to inquire
306-659-5800

Cathedral Staff & Administration
Bishop of Saskatoon Most Rev. Mark Hagemoen

Financial Secretary Linda Bobowski

Pastor Rector Fr. Gerard Cooper

Facilities Manager Jim Nakoneshny

Associate Pastor Fr. Deyre Azcuna
Cathedral Administrator David Polzen

Administrative Assistant Rosa Caswell
Pastoral Council Chair Bernie Klein

Faith Formation Minister Andy Korvemaker

Finance Council Chair Denis Sirois
Contact Us

Baptism (Infants):
andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca

Christian Initiation (RCIA):
andy@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Confirmation and First Eucharist: hfsacraments.ca
Covenant of Care: Parish Office: 306-659-5800
Marriage: deyre@holyfamilycathedral.ca

Marriage Preparation: Next session - March 2022
dpolzen@rcdos.ca
Reconciliation By appointment:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Communion to Homebound & Elderly:
info@holyfamilycathedral.ca or call 306-659-5800.
Facility Rentals: jim@holyfamilycathedral.ca

123 Nelson Road Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1
PH: 306-659-5800 FAX: 1-888-897-7980
Email: info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Office Hours: 9:00am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
(Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm for lunch)

www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

