Eucharistic
Celebrations
Sundays
9:00am, 11:30am &
6:30pm
Weekdays
See “Week at a Glance”

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time— June 23rd, 2013

From Fr. Colin’s Desk...
Bishop of Saskatoon
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It is with great joy that I am writing to you today, after having had an amazing
and grace-filled week. My heart is full of gratitude to God and to all the faithful.
I look forward to serving you as the Associate Pastor here at Holy Family Parish.
In today’s gospel reading from St. Luke, Jesus asks his disciples two very
powerful questions: “Who do the crowds say that I am?” and “Who do you say
that I am?” 2000 years later these questions have not lost their power, and once
again, Jesus asks us to give answer today.

Garth Horn
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Minister
Andy Korvemaker
Youth Minister
Anthony Olusola

Looking at our present situation, we are able to see that our context is not all
that different from that of Jesus’ time. There are many crowds and voices in our
world that proclaim numerous ideas and opinions about Jesus. Yet, as people of
faith, echoing the profession of St. Peter, we know that Jesus is more than
opinions or ideas: “He is the Christ of God.”
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I had the privilege of attending World Youth Day Madrid in 2011, and the gospel
reading for the closing Mass was St. Matthew’s version of this very important
dialogue. In his homily that day, Pope Benedict stated that “Faith is more than
just empirical or historical facts; it is an ability to grasp the mystery of Christ’s
person in all its depth”. This ability is not one that we can claim for ourselves or
attribute to human efforts or reasoning, the Pontiff went on to say, but is itself a
gift from God.
My brothers and sisters, we pray today for this gift of faith during this Year of
Faith. We pray for the grace and courage to take up our crosses daily, following
the example of the Lord, and allowing our lives to proclaim that Jesus is Lord,
“The Christ of God.”
May God Bless abundantly,

Fr. Colin Roy

Stewardship Committee Chair
Terry Sirois

123 Nelson Road Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1 (Off Attridge Dr. by St. Joseph High School)
PH: 306-659-5800 FAX: 1-888-897-7980 E-mail: info@holyfamilycathedral.ca
Office Hours: 9am—4:30pm Monday thru Friday

www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

FINAL BULLETIN: This is the final bulletin for the summer! Parish info can be found on our website.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS: This will be our last bulletin news until September 8. Our next meeting will be
September 3, (Tuesday since Monday is a holiday). Mark your calendars with the events mentioned below. Congratulations
to all the officers installed at our last meeting. Thanks to our new Grand Knight, Shawn Scherr, the installation event was a
huge success. Thanks to our past Grand Knight, John Benesh, for his leadership and guidance, leading by example.
Because of the special effort put in by various knights, we were able to donate $2,000 to Fr. Pollivre for his program
“Straight up”, $1,000 for Rock The Mount, $500 to Special O and set aside $1,500 to support kids wishing to attend
Blackstrap Youth camp (in addition to $3,100 donated for general use). Just some of the good works supported by the
knights.
Planning and preparation for the HAITI trip is proceeding well. The Knights committed $3,000 to purchase
wheelchairs so that each individual is able to deliver a wheelchair to a needy person in Haiti. Plans are being made for the
donor and
donee to meet and hopefully establish a lifelong relationship. RIVERLIGHTS FESTIVAL is on July 26 – 28. In
support of the Indoor Games, the knights have been given the tasks of selling 50 -50 tickets (machine generated numbers)
and food
services. Please help. An Evening Under The Stars on August 21 at White Cap. Great entertainment and a
fundraiser for St Paul’s Hospital Foundation. Rock The Mount on August 24 - a family event. Weekly, during the summer
months we will be tending bar at weddings and other receptions. At least 8 workers are needed for each event. If you are
available, call Shawn (249-1362), Darren (384-5166). Gil (249-2622) or John (229-2019). As you enjoy your summer,
always remember the hungry need to be fed, the homeless need shelter and the sick need your prayers.
CWL – WE HAVE SEEN THE LORD! Congratulations to long standing member Pat Stregger on being awarded the Maple
Leaf Service Pin. A few ladies gathering in her home for the presentation. Last Sunday, our Change for Change project for
money collected for Camp Blackstrap sponsorship, amounted to $1,452.82. This included our council’s personal donation
as well. This total surpassed what we collected last year. Thank you very much to all those who donated. Station 20 West
is in need of canning jars if you have some to donate—you may drop them off at their office at 20th Street and Avenue K.
Wishing everyone a safe and relaxing summer until we meet again in September. PLEASE PRAY FOR: Newly ordained
priests, Fr. Colin Roy and Fr. Daniel Yasinski, that the Holy Spirit will guide them in their vocation as disciples of Christ; for
all students who are writing their final exams.
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: Is available for pick up in the welcome area. If your family photo is in the directory, you may
take a FREE copy. If you wish to own additional copies they are $15 each. Purchase can be made at the Concierge Desk on
Sunday or at the reception desk during the week.
HOLY FAMILY CRAFT GUILD: will resume meeting Thursday Sept. 5. If you are downsizing, we are still accepting craft
supplies especially fabric and wool. For more information contact Anna Hartman
306-249-0071 or
Emily Coutts 306-242- 5475
SUNDAY LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULES: for June-August and updated phone lists have been sent out by email. If
you did not receive one, there are copies available in the Sacristy.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are in need of volunteers to lead wedding rehearsals (on Friday's late afternoon) for
Fr. David. If you are interested please phone Garth Horn at the Parish office 306-659-5800.

Join Quench for it's first event of the summer on
Wednesday, June 26 at 7:00 pm.
Come hang out in the park on Nelson Road (across from Centennial) for an
evening of frisbee, football, and more! If the weather is not cooperative,
we'll meet at the church for an indoor games night.
Feel free to bring any sports equipment you have! Snacks will be provided.

Windows!
We are very pleased to announce that our solar stained glass windows
will be replaced during the month of July! This project will take a few
weeks and as such, we will have work crews onsite for most of July.
With this in mind, we want to reduce the amount of weekday traffic
here at the Cathedral for the month of July so as not to disturb
workers or slow down the process.
Thank you!
www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

HOLY YOGA: Holy Yoga classes will be offered the months of July and August on Tuesday
mornings at 9:00 am on a flexible basis. To hear about when classes will be offered, please
e-mail dianew@holyyoga.net. Watch for our free introductory class and registration day at
the Cathedral of the Holy Family on Saturday, September 14 at 9:30 am.
GOLDEN AGE CLUB: The Golden Age Club will resume cards again this fall. Have a great summer.
SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY/SCRIPTURE STUDY: is on Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am by the fireplace. There is
no charge and all are welcome.
MOM'S MORNING OUT (MMO): Our group will not be gathering on Tuesday June 25th. Our group is now on
break for the months of July and August! We formally start up again in September (likely the second Tuesday in
Sept). Start up info will be in the bulletin and the emails!!! Have a fun summer everyone!!!
THE MULTICULTURAL FAMILY OF HOLY FAMILY CATHEDRAL: We are calling for more members to offer your cultural
catholic practices so they may be observed here in our cathedral. We need more ministerial help, especially altar
servers. Please feel free to call Lettie Corpus: 306-244-3736
FRIENDSHIP INN: You may still sign up to serve meals at the Friendship Inn. Call the parish office at 306-659-5800
THE CWL CLOTHING DEPOT is in need of your spring cleaning donations! They are accepting spring and summer clothing
for women, men and children/babies, shoes, bedding, toys, games & puzzles, books, small household items. You may drop
off your donations in the “Little House” situated near the stairs in the main entrance of the church. Just “lift the roof” and
deposit your wares.
ANNIVERSARY ANNOUNCEMENT: Lambert and Tillie Schneider will be celebrating their 60th Wedding Anniversary
on July 16, 2013. Congratulations Lambert and Tillie!

HAITI MISSION FINANCIAL UPDATE
Our Haiti Missions Trip is quickly approaching! We are so very excited to have 10
Youth and five adult chaperones represent our parish at Wings of Hope &
St. Joseph Home for Boys in Haiti this August.
Our total budget for this project is $43,000.00 Through various fundraisers,
(everything from Pennies for Haiti to our Multi-Cultural Dance Night to a Steak
Night and many other fundraisers in-between we’ve been able to raise $27,000.00
Thank you for your generosity!
We are still in need of $16,000.00 and we welcome your support in raising this
balance. You may donate at our Concierge Desk and at the parish office
throughout the week.
Thank you again for your support!

ART & ENVIRONMENT
We are seeking 2-3 persons who would be willing to care for the plants in the Area of Welcome on a
regular basis: watering twice a week, removing dead leafs, spent flowers and repotting when necessary.
We also like to put out a call to all parishioners with gardens to please help us out by donating
flowers and blooming shrubs as they come into season. We would greatly appreciate flowers like
peonies, lilies, delphiniums, Shasta daisies, phlox etc. Just phone Bonnie 306-931-1668 or
Rosa 306-373-3328 on Friday morning. Thank you for helping to beautify our worship space.

Youth announcement for June:
The volunteers’ team and the Youth Minister, Anthony extend gratitude to the youth, parents and everyone
who have contributed to the success of our youth events and projects during the 2012/2013 school year.
Please endeavor to send your children to our end-of-season youth groups and events.
Dates are provided below:
Tuesday June 25
Grades 3 – 5 Youth Group Time: 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Where: Holy Family Cathedral Youth Room.
Thursday June 27
Grades 6 – 8 Youth Group Time: 6:00pm – 7:30pm
www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

Baptism (Infants): Please contact
Andy Korvemaker.

Week at a Glance
Mon June 24th
Tues June 25th

Holy Yoga
Fr. Robinson Year End Mass
(+Raymond Gauthier)
Kingdom Kids (Gr. 3-5)
Mother Teresa Grade 8 Farewell

9:00am
1:15pm

St. Joseph Grad Mass
(Sebastian)
BJM Grad Mass
(Gerald Bersheid & Family)

9:00am

E.D. Feehan Grad Mass
(+Ben Lorenz)
Kids 4 Christ (Gr 6-8)

10:00am

Fri June 28th

Sherbrooke

10:00am

Sat June 29th

Reconciliation

11:00am

Sun June 30th

Mass

Wed June 26th

Thurs June 27th

6:00pm
7:00pm

1:30pm

6:00pm

9:00am, 11:30am & 6:30pm

RCIA (Rites of Christian Initiation
of Adults): Please contact Andy
Korvemaker.
Confirmation and First Eucharist:
Contact Andy Korvemaker at the
parish office.
Marriage: Contact Father David at
the Parish Office at least one year
prior to the anticipated date of
marriage.
Reconciliation:11:00am - 11:30am
on Saturdays or by appointment.
Communion to Homebound &
Elderly: Contact Garth Horn at the
Parish Office.
To add people to the prayer list:
please contact the Parish Office
during the week at 306-659-5800
The sick:

MINISTRY
Coordinator
Greeters
Ushers
Concierge
Altar Servers

Commentator
Lectors
EMC

Children’s Lit.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE – JUNE 30TH
9:00AM
11:30am
Joe B
Lillian R
Norman W Sally W Allan R
Helen S
Glen B
Donna B Dana R

6:30pm
Laura C
Jacob C
Mike C

Gloria N
Ken K
Diane W Eugene W

Reg B
Alice D

Gerard O
Lynn O

Laurette K

Shelly T

Clare F
Tristan G
Emmarae D
Tom F
John G
Denise S
Shirley S
Debora V Andy W
Nicole P
Elaine B
Colette B Evelyne D
Myra B Jacqueline C
Michael C
Julian D
Jim F
Laura K Sabrina W
Evan B

Cassandra D
Pat D

Greg M

Naty M
Amanda S
Dylan G
Lucas G
Scott G
Heather D
Brad E
Diego M
Maria M
Shannon S
Shana V
Reg N
Jackie W
Gil W
Mary W
Raymond B Mariette M
Angie B
David B
TJ B
Dominique C Sheri R
Eileen O

Emmanuel C
Paige C
Isabella D
Gabrielle D
Doris L
Cathy S
Maria V
Lee O
Lynn O
Nadine P
Maria V
Rob L
Doreen C
Emmanuel C
Rebecca F
Rena B

Emery Hirsch

Francis Bourgeois

Tony Carreiro

Al Molle

Delores Wolfe

Nash Jacobi

Valerie Dychko

David Pitka

Raymond Beauregard
Dorothy Spoonheim
Monique Stevens

Rose Boechler
Owen Stephens
Alma Bennett

Nolan Barnes

John Kuzyk

James Kostyk

Ray Gerwing

Kate Gardner

Dale White

Debbie Haanen

Mary Martinez

Simone Kuckartz

Lionel Labelle

Allan Ecker

Kayden Kot

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

“Who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks
Peter in today’s Gospel. Does my use of the
gifts and talents entrusted to me accurately
reflect my answer to that same question?
How willing am I to deny myself, take up my
cross and follow in His steps?

Sunday Collections—June 16th, 2013
Envelopes (Building & Operations)

$

6,500.00

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/weareholyfamily

Loose
Chalice
PAG (Includes the 15th)
TOTAL

1143.87
80.51
9,836.66
$ 17,561.04
www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

Fr. David @FrDavid1
Pat Clarke @PatrickJClarke1
Andy Korvemaker
@akorvemaker
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In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Upcoming Events

St. Ann's Senior Citizen’s Village 60th Anniversary
celebration 1 p.m. June 25 in Saskatoon will include the
official unveiling and blessing of the statue of St. Ann by local
sculptor Ed Gibney, that will be located in front of St. Ann’s
chapel. Bishop Don Bolen along with Monsignor Raymond
Senger and Monsignor Stan Urbanoski will celebrate Mass.

“Bishop and Martyr Nykyta Budka” – a public
presentation by Rev. Athanasius McVay 7 p.m. Tuesday,
June 25 at Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church,
10th St. E. and Munroe Ave, Saskatoon for all interested in
the history of the early Catholic Church in Canada. A priest
and historian, Rev. McVay is keynote speaker at the National
Clergy Encounter of the Ukrainian Catholic Church June 24
to 27 in Saskatoon. For info contact: Jerry Wasylow by email at: j w a syl o w @ sa skte l .n e t or call: (306) 227-1634.

Reward pilgrimage at Holy Rosary Shrine southwest of
Unity will be held July 13-14. Begins 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
July 13 with a youth program, Eucharistic Adoration and the
rosary, with Mass at 8 p.m., followed by a wiener roast.
Pilgrimage Sunday, July 14: rosary at 3 p.m., anointing of
the sick, sacrament of reconciliation, and parade of parish
banners, with celebration of the Eucharist with Bishop Don
Bolen at 4 p.m. Barbecue on the grounds after Mass.
Nightfever is back: July 19 at St. Paul Co-Cathedral and
Aug. 9 at St. Joseph parish in Saskatoon. Experience Christ
in prayer, music, stillness, and anointed conversations all
through the invitation of lighting a candle! If you want to help
as a Nightfever volunteer, contact Colm Leyne by e-mail at
youthmin@saskatoonrcdiocese.com or (306) 659-5843.

Rebuilding Catholic Culture conference Friday, July 19
and Saturday, July 20 at St. Anne parish in Saskatoon.
Learn how Catholic theology, liturgy, art, and literature can
transform your own faith journey, education, and family life.
Speakers include author Joseph Pearce and scholar Ryan
Topping. Tickets: $30/person or $50/couple (lunch included).
Contact Celene at: c s i d l o s k i @ s t m c o l l e g e . c a or call:
(306) 715-1541, or Rob at (306) 229-7446.

Healing and spiritual growth: “triumph” Results God
Gives - a nine-day program Aug. 2-11 at St. Therese
Institute in Bruno, SK. See: w w w.St-T.ca /tri u mp h

Diocesan Prayer Intention - We pray as a diocesan family

for all students and teachers as they wind up another year of
education and growth. May summer be a time of renewal for all.

Stepping into Restorative Ministry

A Restorative Ministry Workshop that is
ecumenical, experience-based and hope-filled
will be held this summer to gradually introduce
participants to prison ministry.
Three morning workshops will be held
July 6, July 27 & Aug. 24,
with four prison visits also part of the experience
(flexible dates). The cost for this program is $60.
Contact Myron Rogal at the Catholic Pastoral Centre at:
vo ca ti o n s@ sa ska to o n r cd i o ce se .co m
or call Peter Oliver at (306) 260-6213.

“... Lord, when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?” And the king will answer them,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these ... you did it to me.” (Matthew 25: 39-40)
Evening Under the Stars concert will be held Aug. 21 at
Whitecap Sports Centre, on the Whitecap Dakota First
Nation south of Saskatoon to assist St. Paul’s Hospital
Foundation to purchase a Digital Transmission Electron
Microscope, the first of its kind in Saskatchewan. Early bird
tickets are $50. Call: (306) 652-4700 or 1-800-638-1211.
Headline act is “The Music of Queen,” presented by Jeans
‘n’ Classics, accompanied by the Saskatoon Symphony
Orchestra and a local symphonic choir. Find more details at
www.eveningunderthestars.ca

Rock the Mount 2013 – a day-long outdoor celebration of
our Catholic faith – will be held Saturday, Aug. 24 from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m., with Mass celebrated at 5 p.m. with
Saskatoon Bishop Donald Bolen. The 12th annual Catholic
youth rally will again be held at the picturesque and historic
Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, just north of Carmel,
SK., featuring Christian bands, inspiring talks, prayer,
activities, games, reconciliation, praise and worship, and
concluding with Eucharistic adoration under the stars, at the
beautiful shrine grotto. There is a booth on site where food
can be purchased, or bring a picnic lunch/supper. (Bring
lawn chairs or a blanket.) This is a youth-oriented family
event, but people of all ages are welcome to all or part of
this inspiring and fun day. Rock The Mount is free for families
and individuals and is supported by donations. For more
information see: w w w. r o c k t h e m o u n t . c o m or contact
Doug and Cathy at (306) 242-2721.
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Message Board

Employers needed: If you are an employer and are willing
to hire a former inmate contact Community Chaplain Peter
Oliver at (306) 260-6213. We will work with you to find a
suitable person to work in your organization.

Wanted: A Good Used Electric Stove. Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish is in need of an electric stove in good
condition – must have working oven. If you have a stove to
donate, please call the parish office (306) 653-4945.

Faith-based community experience for 19-35 year old
single Catholic women: If you’re looking for affordable rent
and more, consider Discernment House. Live a community
experience with the Sisters of the Presentation and grow in
your personal faith through prayer, reflection, spiritual
direction and service. Located at 851 University Drive,
Discernment House is near the university, close to
downtown, and is now taking applications for September.
Information: Sr. Evelyn/Sr. Lucie at (306) 244-0726; or
sk.dhouse@gmail.com or: www.presentationofmary.ca
Employment opportunity: St. Augustine parish in Saskatoon
is seeking a temporary full-time parish secretary/office
administrator/bookkeeper. Send resume with at least three
references and cover letter marked “parish secretary” to
staug.office@shaw.ca or 53 Malcolm Place, Saskatoon. See:
www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/employment/index.cfm

Attention CWL Members in Saskatoon area - A 55passenger bus has been booked for one day of the CWL
National Convention in Regina. The bus will leave from St.
Anne's Parish, 217 Lenore Drive, Saskatoon at 6 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 12 (will leave Regina before the dinner
event). Bus cost per person is $25. Registration along with
your $25 payment MUST be received by Monday, July 15
(no refunds after this date). At least 50 persons must be
registered and have paid for the bus, or it will be cancelled
and any monies received will be returned to the members.
Send cheque (include name and phone number in case of
cancellation) payable to: Our Lady of Grace Region, c/o
Anne Ashcroft, 335 Sebestyen Crescent, Saskatoon, Sk.
S7K 6W2, (306) 242-4835. Please note that you will also be
responsible to register yourself for that day at the national
convention. Refer to the website at www.cwl.ca or contact
your parish CWL president for more details.

Cathedral Rector Pictorial Project - St. Paul's CoCathedral is seeking photos of these rectors, in their black
clerics: Fathers J. O'Leary, J. Robinson, B. Dunn, L. Morand,
P. Donlevy and L. Cyr. Contact Delee at (306) 652-0033 or
drop them off at the parish office. All photos will be returned.

Blackstrap Youth Camp invites youth ages 8 to 13 years to
a rocking summer experience. Camps run weekly from
Sunday to Friday starting July 7: canoeing, tenting,
arts/crafts, praise/worship, swimming, campout, mud pit,
dance. Applications: blackstrapyouthcamp.com or contact
campblackstrap@gmail.com or call (306) 934-1838.

Summer Stillness Retreats are offered at Queen’s
House: (306) 242-1916 or see: w w w.q u e e n sh o u se .o rg

Lay Formation in our diocese:
• spiritual growth and discovery;

• develop and deepen understanding of Catholic
faith from an adult perspective;
• experience a vibrant Christian community.

Lay Formation is a time to discover areas of interest
and giftedness; a time to examine possibilities
and the Spirit’s call in your life.
Contact Kate O’Gorman or Mona Goodman at the
Catholic Center (306) 242-1500 or see the website:
w w w.sa ska to o n r cd i o ce se .c o m /l a y fo r m a ti o n

Applications now being accepted for Fall 2013.

“Holy Spirit: Lord and Giver of Life”charismatic prayer
group meets Wednesdays at 7:45 p.m. after Mass at Our
Lady of Lourdes,1235 12th St. E., Saskatoon. Information:
Lynne at (306) 652-1587 or Al at (306) 249-3626.

Brain Drain 2013 Internet Auction - Royal University
Hospital Foundation online auction to raise funds for an
Endovascular Neurosurgery Program for Saskatchewan.
Over $10,000 worth of items up for bid until July 7. See:
w w w.3 2 a u cti o n s.co m /Br a i n D r a i n 2 0 1 3
Holy Land Pilgrimage - In The Footsteps of Jesus to Israel
Nov. 19-Dec. 1, 2013, with spiritual director Rev. Pius
Schroh. Call Anne Marie, Gospa Tours: (306) 931-7741.

Mysteries of India pilgrim journey Jan 16-30, 2014 with
optional extensions. Get details at a travel presentation Sept.
15 ($15 cover charge). RSVP by Sept. 12: Fr. Ralph Kleiter,
Ministry to Tourism (306) 244-3747 or: Kleiter@shaw.ca

Retrouvaille helps couples heal and renew their
marriages. Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your
marriage? Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your
spouse? Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut
down? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille
can help. See: www.helpourmarriage.com or call Ken and
Rita at (306) 652-7155. The next weekend is Sept. 20-22.

Stewardship Corner: Your Faith in Action

Jesus does not call the crowd. He calls individuals out of the
crowd to follow him. He does not exclude anyone. The good
steward does not conform to the crowd, but allows the heart and
spirit to become a “follower of Jesus”. Nothing can be more
personal than this. How willing am I to embrace my call?

This “Diocesan Bulletin” is a publication of
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon

Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005
E-mail: communications @s as kato o nr cdioces e.co m

w w w.s as katoonr cdioces e.com

The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.
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Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools

New-look school
days for many students
When kids head back to school in
the fall, many staff and students will
need to get used to a new school-day
routine.
Schools are changing school-day start
times and end times, and sometimes
lunch hours, so that teachers and
students will spend more time
together each day in the classroom.
The changes are the result of new

provincial government rules that
require students to receive 950 hours
of instruction time during the school
year. This means adding an extra three
hours per month at Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools.
Adding the additional time to the
school day allows the division to keep
both the February and Easter breaks
for students and families.

Students at Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools will have
950 hours of instruction next year

While the school
year was being
developed,
parents, staff,
students and
community
members made
their opinions
known in an
online survey
this winter. Many
wanted to keep
the February
break and the

June 2013

Easter holiday week as well.
“People told us that because Easter is
a significant religious holiday, and a
time when many families get together,
we needed to look at ways to keep
that break,” said Diane Boyko, chair of
the Board of Education.
Many survey respondents suggested
lengthening the school day in order to
keep both breaks.
Other government regulations require
that elementary schools not start
before 8:45 a.m., have at least a
45-minute lunch break and have a
morning and an afternoon recess.
As well, the first day of school for
students must fall after Labour Day – a
rule first implemented in 2012.
At Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools,
teachers will return to work on August
28. They will also have two days of
professional development during the
February break.

Board sets course for new term in office
As they settle in to their new term in office, trustees on the Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Board of
Education have been working to chart the strategic direction of the division.
The 10 trustees on the Board were elected or acclaimed to their positions during municipal elections held in
October 2012 and will serve until fall 2016. During a planning and faith retreat in February, Board members
reviewed their priorities and goals, with an eye to maintaining the division’s focus on several key areas,
while bringing attention to some new ones.
Here are the Board priorities and goals for 2012 – 2016 and how they align with our vision of being Rooted
in Faith, Growing in Knowledge, Reaching Out to Transform the World.

Priority: Celebrating and Promoting Catholic Identity
•

To strengthen the Catholic dimension of our school
division, as we support the faith journey of each
individual:
Nurturing staff members as they seek to deepen
their faith so they may authentically fulfill their 		
vocations as Catholic educators.
Providing shared experiences, learning 			
opportunities and closer connections between parish,
home and school – to enrich the faith lives of 		
students, families and all school community members.

•

To be proactive in building understanding of Catholic
Education.

Priority: Improving Student Learning and Achievement

Robin Bellamy of Stepping Stones Ministries thanked Board
of Education Chair Diane Boyko for the Board’s donation
of used computers to schools in central and southern
Philippines, after typhoons swept the area.

•

To support transitions for all students, from early learning
through to high school graduation and beyond.

•

To commit to increasing the health and fitness of all students:
To ensure a culture of student engagement and participation as foundational in our curricular and
extra-curricular opportunities for students.

•

To improve academic achievement, with an emphasis on reading and numeracy.

•

To continue refining programs and supports for English Language Learners, so these students may
achieve improved language and academic outcomes.

•

To provide engaging, responsive and supportive high school programming to enhance retention and
graduation rates for all students.

•

To enhance First Nations and Métis student retention, improved learning outcomes and graduation rates
by providing learning environments that support First Nations and Métis student identity and belonging.

40 years of teaching
English to New Canadians
Welcoming new Canadians to our Catholic schools is
nothing new.
Forty years ago, a handful of students from Japan enrolled
at St. Matthew. They were the division’s first English as an
Additional Language (EAL) students.
Since then, the division’s EAL program has continued to
grow. A recent spurt that began in 2007 saw the number of
students needing EAL support grow from 276 to more than
1,400.

English as an Additional Language teacher Andrea Hettlel with
some of her students from Pope John Paul II elementary school

In light of the increase, those who lead the division’s EAL program felt it was time to step back and look at
the program – to highlight what works well and think about how it could be made even better.
Last month nearly 200 people from inside and outside the school division attended the Building
Connections for Newcomer Success Summit, discussing the program and imagining its future. Those
attending included representatives from municipal, provincial, and federal government departments, the
University of Saskatchewan, SIAST, newcomer settlement and support organizations, employer sponsors,
Saskatoon Health Region, and the Saskatoon City Police. Included as well were parent representatives from
various cultures, as well as division representation of all staff groups.
EAL students in the division were also asked for input, and their comments were presented in a video.
Many said their EAL classes were “the best thing” in their lives and especially appreciated when others
reached out to them, despite the language barrier.
Summit organizers say positive energy was obvious throughout the day as participants brainstormed about
the future. Program leaders are now reviewing the ideas brought forward and will summarize and share
some recommendations for the future.
“We know that the division needs to collaborate, whether establishing partnerships to support EAL or
redesigning supports for our students,” said Diana Nordick, the division’s EAL consultant.
“Our vision has to be centred on student and parent needs.”

Priority: Building Relationships and Partnerships
•

•

To continue to deepen relationships with
parents, Catholic School Community Councils,
the Diocese, Eparchy and parishes.

of government, particularly the Ministry of
Education, as we work to achieve many shared
goals.
Priority: Promoting Stewardship

To develop reciprocal relationships with
First Nations and Métis governance and
organizations, to contribute to student retention
and improved student learning outcomes.

•

To nurture and develop God’s people: our
human resources.

•

To responsibly allocate and use financial
resources.

•

To support the settlement of families new
to Canada through deepened relationships,
partnerships and shared initiatives with various
service agencies and associations.

•

To proactively maintain, plan and advocate for
student-centred facilities to meet our division’s
anticipated growth.

•

To continue to develop and enrich relationships
with the broader community and all levels

•

To support school communities as they help
students learn to care for God’s creation in a
sustainable manner.

World Catholic Education
Week 2013
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools celebrated Catholic
Education Week from May 5 to May 10. This year’s theme
was “Growing Together in Our Faith.” Each day at school,
students and staff shared special prayers that focused on
the theme.
Thursday, May 9 was declared World Catholic Education
Day. Staff and student representatives from each school in
the division gathered at Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church, where we celebrated an Akathist Service,
thanking God for grace, creation and gifts. The Akathist
is unique to the Orthodox church. In it, verses are sung/
chanted.
Prior to the service, a presentation of photos from
each school showed how students had grown in faith
during the year. There were many great examples – from
celebrating liturgies to dramatizing the Stations of the
Cross to participating in service projects.
These students are from St. Marguerite’s Rosary Club
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Contact your Trustees
If you have questions or comments, here’s how to contact
your Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Board of Trustees.
Debbie Berscheid, Humboldt
306-682-4906
dberscheid@gscs.sk.ca

Todd Hawkins, Biggar
306-948-6996
thawkins@gscs.sk.ca

J.R. (Ron) Boechler
306-249-5658
rboechler@gscs.sk.ca

Lisa Lambert
306-931-9266
llambert@gscs.sk.ca

Diane Boyko, Chair
306-382-2832
DLBoyko@gscs.sk.ca

Alice Risling
306-665-2532
arisling@gscs.sk.ca

Jim Carriere
306-221-1272
jcarriere@gscs.sk.ca

Wayne Stus,
Saskatoon Rural
306-477-0086
wstus@gscs.sk.ca

Tom Fortosky
306-665-6047
tfortosky@gscs.sk.ca

Fred Wesolowski
306-931-7882
fwesolowski@gscs.sk.ca

We’re earning national
attention!
Students and staff at St. Anne School in Saskatoon
have changed how teaching and learning happens at
their school – and have earned a national award for
their hard work.
The school has moved to what’s known in
education circles as an “inquiry-based
learning environment.”
It allows students
to practise problem-solving, work in groups, and
investigate and explore with hands-on activities to
learn the provincial curriculum.
“Our students are excited about learning, and that’s
very gratifying for our staff,” said Principal Darren
Fradette. “This is helping kids truly explore their
potential in the classroom.”
The Canadian Education Association was impressed
and awarded the school a Ken Spencer Award for
Innovation in Teaching and Learning. St. Anne was
the second place winner out of 78 entries received
from schools across Canada. The award included a
$3,000 cash prize for the school.

