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Waiting can be a time of soul-searching. Today’s liturgy invites us to ask ourselves
whether we are ready to hear the call of the Saviour, whose birth we are preparing to
celebrate. Helpless in Herod’s prison cell, John the Baptiser is puzzled and discouraged, as
he faced a similar
question. He has generously pointed Jesus out - as the one who was
to bring the realisation of Israel’s hopes; why, he asks through his messengers, is God’s
prophet now suffering in prison at the hands of an unprincipled tyrant; why has the
mission of Jesus not brought the time of justice God’s people long for?
The reading from Isaiah – a typical example of the message of hope announced by the
prophets – helps us to understand why John is puzzled. This magnificent proclamation
describes what can be looked forward to, as a New Exodus - a time of liberation, healing
and boundless joy, as those who have been banished are brought back to Zion. But this
triumph of God is also
described as a time of ‘vengeance’ and ‘retribution’. Having for
centuries lived in bitterness under a series of occupying powers, the nation’s expectations
emphasised this latter part of the prophets’ message. They looked forward to a vindictive
triumph that would crush their hated enemies. This heavily politicised interpretation of
Israel’s messianic hopes constituted one of the main obstacles to be overcome by Jesus, if
he was to bring the people to enter into the inauguration of the final reign of God - about
to take place in his own person.
God’s triumph was not to be the imposition of divine power. The coming of God’s kingdom
involves collaboration on the part of our human freedom – inspired and sustained by the
example of Jesus, who gave the needy and the powerless a privileged place in all that he
did in the name of his Father, and lived out the ‘new commandment’ of love he had
proclaimed. Jesus replied to John’s inquiry, therefore, by pointing to the ‘messianic signs’
foretold by the
prophets. But to those included in today’s reading from Isaiah he adds
another from the later Isaian writings: ‘the poor have the Good News preached to them’.
In a sense, the divine
authenticity of his mission is summed up fully in these words words that have echoed down the centuries in the life of the Church. In the continuation of
our gospel passage, Jesus points to the gospel values so heroically embraced by John – in
his courageous witness and his detachment.
The message of Jesus to John is, ‘Do not lose faith in me; open your generous heart to the
ways of God that define Israel’s faith, and you will recognise that I am truly the one who
was to come’. Jesus taught, we know, that in the present era the ‘coming of the kingdom’
is hidden and mysterious, overturning our human expectations. Our reading from James
echoes one of the parables of Jesus concerning the coming of the kingdom (Mk 4:26), as
James encourages believers in his community to imitate the farmer’s patience, as the
hidden seed grows (Thornhill, 2013).

Elijah Cup
Reb & Eileen Materi
(306) 653-1289
Elijah_cup@sasktel.net

Thornhill, J (2013). 3rd Sunday of Advent Year A. In The Emmaus Series. Retrieved December
13th, 2013, from http://www.theemmausseries.com/aadvent03.html
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Christmas Eve Masses: 4:30pm, 7:00pm & Midnight
Christmas Day: 11:00am
Mary, Mother of God: December 31st, 5:00pm & January 1st, 11:00am
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS: Dues are now due—Please send in your payment of $65 to David Gregoire, 143
Middleton Cr, Saskatoon, S7J 2W5, or drop of your payment into the knight mailbox at the cathedral. We hope you stayed
and enjoyed the breakfast today. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped. Jan 31 & Feb 1 – K of C Indoor Games at the
Field House Please set some time aside to volunteer. Shifts are Friday, 3 - 7, 7 - 10; Sat 8 - 12, 12 - 4. Call John Deptuck
(306) 229-2019. Pro-life Dine, Dance & Auction on Feb 1 at the Cathedral Hall. For tickets call Louis Roth (306) 249-2764.
Major degree is scheduled for Jan 19. All 1st degree members are encouraged to receive the 2nd and 3rd on that day. Call
Andy – (306) 249-0485. Membership drive is always on, ask a friend to join. Dec 16th, our next meeting night, will be a
wine and cheese social - free. Spouses are invited—come on out and enjoy some fraternity. Our council is large, so a
perfect time to meet your fellow Knights.
CWL –

WE HAVE SEEN THE LORD!

A big Thank You

to everyone who donated/purchased baking at our annual

bakesale. From the proceeds of the bakesale and raffle, $1,000 will be sent to Peshawar, a community in Pakistan that is in
need of monetary aid. The winners of the raffle are as follows: 1) Painting by Marge McMahon - won by Michelle Gursky;
2) $100.00 Gift Certificate of choice – Eugene Waldbillig; 3) Canadian Tire Gift Basket – Gabrielle Lundgren; 4) $50.00 Gift
Certificate of choice -

Simone Kuckartz.

Thanks to all who purchased tickets.

There was a very good turnout for our

Advent Celebration. Many desserts and hors d’oeuvres were enjoyed by all. Sarah Pritchard brought fir tree boughs and
offered instruction for the ladies to make Christmas wreaths. During our mass, 8 new members were installed into our
council. Welcome to: Evelyn Durette, Heather Fortosky, Donna Dube, Carly Reinbolt, Roberta Gallagher, Violet Schneider,
Kim Legal, Cathy LaFleche, Solange Bosse. Please pray for:

all those who are struggling with life issues at this time of

the year.
HOLY FAMILY CRAFT GUILD:

meets every Thursday at 9:00. If you are downsizing, we are accepting craft supplies,

especially fabrics and wool. For more information, contact Anna Hartman (306) 249-0071 or Emily Coutts (306) 242-5475.
Our next craft sale is on Dec.14 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm at Samaritan Place, 375 Cornish Road, Saskatoon.
THE NEW LITURGICAL SCHEDULES: for December to February and an updated phone list have been sent out by email.
If you have not received one, there are copies available on the table in the Sacristy.

A Family New Year's Eve
Join us here at the Cathedral of the Holy Family!
Doors open at 8:00pm, Dance (Studio 54) at 9:00pm, Hot Lunch at 11:00pm and
Countdown to the New Year at 11:59pm!
Tickets are $35 per Adult. $10 for children (18 years and under) when purchased with an
adult ticket
Contact Grand Knight Shawn Scherr at (306)222-9549 for tickets, or
purchase after mass or at the parish office during the week.

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

MOM'S MORNING OUT (MMO):

Tuesday Dec 17th Our potluck Christmas celebration!!! Everyone bring food to share,

we'll visit & we'll play a "garage sale item" gift exchange game (wrap your used/ re-gifted item, bring it to the session and
let the fun begin)! This is our last session of 2013, so Merry Christmas to all and Happy New Year too! Next MMO session
will be Tuesday Jan 7th, 2014!
HOLY YOGA:

is finished for the fall session but watch for the winter session starting toward the end of

January including classes in Beginner Saturdays, Power Mondays, Very Gentle and Gentle on Tuesdays and
Level 1/2 Thursdays and Kids Yoga Thursdays. If you would like to try out a free class, there will be one
along with registration on Saturday, January 4th at 9:30 am. Come connect with yourself and others and
Jesus

in

this

Christ-centered

Yoga!

For

more

information,

call

Diane

306-668-1085

or

e-mail

dianew@holyyoga.net.
GOLDEN AGE CLUB: All seniors are welcome to join in our fun card game [whist] on Thursdays at 1:30pm. Contacts are
Len Breckner (306) 477-0518 or Alice Molle (306) 373-0450.
SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP: join us on Thursdays at 10:30 am at Holy Family. We use “Celebrating the Word”
to study the Sunday Scriptures and find meaning for our lives. Look for us laughing and talking by the fireplace.
Call Diane at (306) 668-1085 for more info on this free gathering. All are welcome!

6:30PM CHOIR – Love to sing? Please join the 6:30 pm Sunday evening music ministry.

We rehearse at 5:45 in the

chapel. All are welcome especially high school and university age.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FAMOUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Join us on December 15th for the All You Can Eat Famous K
of C Pancake Breakfast after the 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. masses. Musical performers will be singing Christmas carols on
stage in the Cathedral Hall.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS: are needed for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, December 31, and January 1 Masses. Sign-up
sheets are on a flip chart next to the Concierge desk. We appreciate your service!
OLD MISSALS WANTED: Sr. Cecile Lanovaz of the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary is requesting copies of Sunday
Missals from years A, B & C to distribute to the poor in Gambia to whom she is ministering. There will be a box located by
Concierge Desk to collect the missals. For more information contact Fr. Colin.
PARISH

PASTORAL

COUNCIL:

Meeting

minutes

are

now

available

on

our

home

webpage.

Go

to

www.holyfamilycathedral.ca
2013 CHRISTMAS HAMPER CAMPAIGN! ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BRINGING THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS TO OTHERS? Holy
Family Youth Ministry is calling on youth in grades 9 – 12, young adults, parents and grandparents to the Christmas
Hamper sorting and delivery. Dates and events: Friday Dec 20th - Gift wrapping/sorting. Time: 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday Dec 21: General hampers delivery. Time: 8:30am – 12:30pm
Contact Anthony at the Parish office for further information or email anthony@holyfamilycathedral.ca

ADVENT RECONCILIATION TIMES
For most people Advent is one of the busiest times in the year. The pre-Christmas activities and expectations can often times
overshadow the deep meaning of the Advent time of longing. This year, the Cathedral of the Holy Family will be offering numerous
times in which the Church will be quiet for parishioners to come and reflect and pray. During these times of quiet the priests of
the parish will be available to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. These Advent times of reflection, prayer and
reconciliation will replace the usual Advent Penitential Service. The faithful are invited to come to the Church on any of the
following days for quiet spiritual refreshment and the opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Thursday, December
19th: 1 pm to 2:00 pm Saturday, December 21st: 10 am to Noon.

www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

Baptism (Infants): Please contact
Andy Korvemaker.

Week at a Glance
Mon Dec. 16th

Christian Initiation (RCIA)
Knights of Columbus

7:00pm
7:30pm

Tues Dec. 17th

Moms’ Morning Out
Mass (+Helen Einreinhoffer)
Mother Teresa Christmas Concert
Deepening our Spirituality

9:30am
12:15pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Wed Dec. 18th

Mass (+Helene Kendel)
Deepening our Spirituality
Fr. Robinson Christmas Concert

12:15pm
1:00pm
6:30pm

Thurs Dec. 19th

Holy Family Craft Guild
Scripture Study
Mass (+Mrs. Francis Murphy)
Advent Reconciliation
Golden Age
Cardinal Leger Advent Mass
(Marcus Murza)

9:00am
10:30am
12:15pm
11:00am
1.30pm
7:00pm

Fr. Robinson Advent Mass
(Silase & Ell Levesque)

10:00am

Sherbrooke Mass (+Aline Pelletier)

10:00am

Advent Reconciliation

10:00am

Fri Dec. 20th

Sat Dec. 21st

MINISTRY
Coordinator
Greeters

MINISTRY SCHEDULE – DECEMBER 15TH
9:00AM
11:30am
6:30pm
Wayne K
Gwen K
Maria V
Laurette K Vera W
Linda M Samantha M
Linda C
Veronica W Mark K
Matthew M Robert M
Gerald C

Ushers

Anna H
Cecilia G

Concierge

Terry S

Altar Servers

Commentator
Lectors
EMC

Children’s Lit.

Louis H
Denis S

Dylan D
Jaden S
Paige D
Miranda W
Agnes P
Frank B
Jared P
Doris S
Lise M
Isabel J
Lynn K
Ron K
Claude L
Cathy M
John M
Delaine L
Cliff L
Kevin L
Don K
Lee S
Jennifer Z
Emily K
Samantha K

Tom S
Shanna G

Nathan S
Reg N

Della R
Leo R

Janet J

Leo R

Naty M
Brett M
Faith N
Claira N
Barb B
Cathy L
Roland L
Judy G
Gary V
Rose V
Marge M
Celeste D
Mary W
Alicia Z
Shannon S
Shana V
Gil W
Barb B
Isabelle K
Dan J
Krista M
Heidi B
Julian O

Doreen C
Spencer M
Kailen M
Camille M
Mary-Sue M
Lee O
Rob L
Linda C
Bart M
Greg M
Shelley M
Terry K
Mary-Sue M
Amanda K
Beth K

RCIA (Rites of Christian Initiation
of Adults): Please contact Andy
Korvemaker.
Confirmation and First Eucharist:
Contact Andy Korvemaker.
Marriage: Contact Father David at
least one year prior to the anticipated
date of marriage.
Marriage Preparation: March 7th &
8th, 2014.
Please contact Patrick
Clarke.
Reconciliation:11:00am - 11:30am
on Saturdays or by appointment.
Communion to Homebound
Elderly: Contact Garth Horn.

To add people to the prayer list:
please contact the Parish Office
during the week at 306-659-5800
The sick:
Emery Hirsch

Loose
Chalice
Pre-Authorized Giving
TOTAL

$

Francis Bourgeois

Tony Carreiro

Al Molle

Delores Wolfe

Nash Jacobi

Valerie Dychko

David Pitka

Raymond Beauregard
Dorothy Spoonheim
Monique Stevens

Rose Boechler
Owen Stephens
Alma Bennett

Nolan Barnes

John Kuzyk

James Kostyk

Ray Gerwing

Kate Gardner
Debbie Haanen

Dale White
Mary Martinez

Ann Bohnet

Allan Ecker

Kayden Kot

Karen German

Cheryl Crofford

Vivian Knisley

Lynn Bell

Sunday Collections—December 8th, 2013
Envelopes (Building & Operations)

&

6,456.00
1,277.36
133.28
2,355.00

$ 10,221.64
www.holyfamilycathedral.ca

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Each of us has his or her own role to play in
the coming of the kingdom of God. John the
Baptist was called to be the herald of the
Messiah, preparing the way of the Lord. To
what is the Lord calling me?
Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/weareholyfamily
Bishop Don @BishopDonBolen
Fr. David @FrDavid1
Pat Clarke
@PatrickJClarke1
Andy Korvemaker
@akorvemaker

Diocesan Bulletin
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Third Sunday of Advent

“Gaudete Sunday” - Rejoice the Lord is nigh!

www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com

1

In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Upcoming Events

A Croation Mass will be celebrated at St. Philip Neri parish,
corner of Taylor Street and Munroe Avenue, Saskatoon 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 15. There will be confessions before Mass.
Father Franjo Visaticki from Edmonton will be the celebrant.

Saskatoon Deanery meeting for all city parish representatives
and anyone else who would like to attend Thursday, Jan. 16
beginning at 6:30 p.m.at Holy Family Cathedral. A special
invitation is extended to all youth ministers as the topic for the
meeting is “Youth ministry.” Those who attend are then invited
to join the “Theology on Tap” session at 7 p.m., with a special
presentation by Frank Mercadante entitled “Engaging a New
Generation.” This presenter comes highly recommended with
valuable information for those interested in youth ministry. For
more information, contact Joe Simonot (city deanery chair) at
(306) 343-6443 or Shirley Hyshka (co-chair) at (306) 343-0325.

Formation for all those involved with youth – A national
youth ministry conference will be held Jan. 17-19, 2013 at the
Cathedral of the Holy Family in Saskatoon, presented by
CCYMN (Canadian Catholic Youth Ministers Network) reflecting
on the theme “@HOME”. Young people yearn for a better
experience of home within their families, schools, and Church!
This event is designed for volunteers, parents, grandparents,
leaders in movements, ministries, schools, parishes, Knights of
Columbus, CWL, and coaches. Cost $175. For more
information or to register see www.ccymn.ca or contact Colm
at: youthmin@saskatoonrcdiocese.com or (306) 659-5843.

BUILDING THE CHURCH, LIVING THE GOSPEL
By Margaret F. Sanche

Photography by Daniel J. Classen, Designed by Donald Ward

A beautiful, full-colour “family album” about the
churches and worship spaces of our diocese.
Descriptions and photos of 99 parishes are featured in
this new book, including three present and past
cathedrals. Introduction by Bishop Donald Bolen.

Price: $20 (Plus $5 for shipping & handling if mailed)
Available from: The Catholic Pastoral Centre,

123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, SK S7S 1H1; (306) 242-1500
or e-mail: reception@saskatoonrcdiocese.com
Also Available: Transfiguring Prairie Skies:
Stained Glass at Cathedral of the Holy Family
A book by Bishop Donald Bolen and artist Sarah Hall; Price: $25

Mary of Nazareth

A full-length motion picture about the
life of the Blessed Virgin Mary

7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 18
Broadway Theatre, Saskatoon

Sponsored by the diocese of Saskatoon
Admission: $10 each. (Rated PG).
For more information see:
www.m a r y f ilm .c om

Discernment House weekend for young adults - The Sisters
of the Presentation of Mary are offering a Personal History
Weekend Retreat for young, single, Catholic men and women
19 years and older. Through reflection, writing and prayerful
discernment, let yourself be led through a process of exploring
your gifts, your dreams, and your relationships, and see how
God is inviting you to move forward in discipleship and holiness.
Register now for this live-in weekend. Cost is $50 (includes
meals). Retreat runs from 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 10 to 12 noon
Sunday, Jan. 12 at Discernment House, 851 University Drive,
Saskatoon. Contact: Contact: Sr. Evelyn/Sr. Lucie at (306) 2440726 or e-mail: sk .d h o u se @ g m a i l .co m

Diocesan Prayer Intention - During

Sunday Smile:

this season of concerts, pageants and
celebrations, we pray as a diocesan
family that every child will be blessed
with a sense of inclusion, belonging and
community, cared for and honoured as
a precious gift of God.

A few seasonal puns:

• Why does Santa have three gardens? (So he can ho, ho, ho.)

• What did the Gingerbread Man put on his bed? (A cookie
sheet.)

• How did Scrooge win the football game? (The ghost of
Christmas passed.)
• What language does Santa Claus speak? (North Polish.)

Stewardship Corner: Your Faith in Action

Advent is a time to awaken, to be encouraged and not surrender
to the despair that can be caused by hardship - Rejoice! If life
feels dry, be nourished by the words and ever-faithfulness of
Jesus. Even in the darkest and coldest winter, the seasoned
farmer knows that spring will come. Be patient as sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.
www.dscatholicfoundation.ca/parish-stewardship-resources
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Message Board
A Christmas gift for married couples: Couples...do you want
to give each other something really special this Christmas? How
about a gift filled with romance and excitement? That's just the
beginning of what you will receive on a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekend is Jan. 31Feb. 2, 2014 at the Ramada Hotel in Saskatoon. The weekend
is in the Catholic expression and is a proven method for couples
to enhance their relationship. The Marriage Encounter
Weekend is open to all married couples including those in
mixed or second marriages and to couples of other faith
expressions. For more information or to register contact Marc
and Anita Loiselle at (306) 258-2192 or: loiselle@baudoux.ca

Remember Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II? Join the
Saskatoon delegation to their canonization, plus Easter in
Rome with special features, April 20-28, 2014. Group price
$4,211 per person. A few seats are still available. This would
make a wonderful gift! Contact: Fr. R. Kleiter: (306) 244-3747 or
e-mail: kleiter@shaw.ca or see: www.pilgrimjourneys.ca
Penitential celebrations in Saskatoon - Opportunities for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation in Advent are listed as part of a
Christmas liturgy link at: w w w.s a s ka to o n r c d i o c e s e .co m

Christmas donations - The diocesan Restorative Ministry
Office is seeking cash donations to assist in purchasing small
Christmas gifts for all the inmates at Saskatoon Correctional
Centre, as a sign that they are not forgotten at this joyous time
of year, when we celebrate how our Saviour has come into the
world to bind up the broken-hearted, find the lost, and redeem
us all. Place donations marked “Prison Ministry Christmas” in
the parish collection or contact Dianne Anderson at the Catholic
Pastoral Centre: (306) 659-5845.

Warm coats and parkas are needed for men being released
from prison (especially large and extra-large sizes). Drop off
donations at the Catholic Pastoral Centre or contact Dianne at
(306) 659-5845.

Reclaimed soap, shampoo, and other items donated from
local hotels, are collected for local shelters as well as overseas.
If you have room for sorting, call Adrienne at (306) 244-5570
or: k i n c h e n @ s a s k t e l . n e t Clean donated hotel linens are
also made into bandages, slings, pillowcase-sun-dresses,
smaller sheets, and so on, at Augustana Lutheran Church, 1201
Broadway Ave. South, Saskatoon (side door). All volunteers
from any church are invited to help on Fridays, 1p.m. to 4 p.m.,
in this inter-church effort.

Brazil Mission Notes - Sr. Jeannine Rondot, SMS, writes from
São José da Laje: “Our Advent Tuesday and Thursday Eucharistic
celebrations are held outdoors in all the different areas of town,
allowing for better participation by more people. May this Advent
journey of faith open our hearts to the coming of Jesus anew, so
that we may rejoice in His presence in our daily lives.”

Separated or divorced? Transitions is an 11-week program for
anyone going through the painful experience of separation or
divorce. You are not alone! Plans are underway to finalize a
start date for the last two weeks of January. If you are interested
in attending Transitions, please contact Elan at (306) 659-5839
or by email at: c i c.e l a n @ s a sk a to o n rc d i o c e s e .c o m

Survey from the Vatican:
Pastoral Challenges to the Family

The diocese of Saskatoon is among dioceses around the

world gathering input for a survey about “pastoral
challenges to the family in the context of evangelization,”
in preparation for a Synod on the Family next year.
Download the document from the diocesan website by clicking
the News Article link at www.s a s k a t oonr c dioc e s e .c om
E-mail responses to: director@saskatoonrcdiocese.com

The deadline to submit responses to
this survey is Sunday, Dec. 15, 2013!

Music for the Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter
Vigil, Easter Sunday) - The diocese of Saskatoon Ministry
Development Office will host a workshop on “Music for the
Triduum” Friday, Feb. 7 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (registration at
8:30 a.m.) at St. Anne’s parish, 217 Lenore Drive, Saskatoon.
Music leaders will learn how to confidently prepare music that
leads to full and active participation by the assembly. Topics
covered include: “How music is used in each part of the
Triduum,” “Preparing the assembly to sing the music of the
Triduum,” and “How to choose appropriate music for the
Triduum.” Cost of the music workshop is $50 for those who
register before Jan. 20, 2014 (includes lunch). Please mark
your calendars and watch for registration information! For more
information e-mail Elan at cic.elan@saskatoonrcdiocese.com

A workshop for all those who long to set hearts ablaze,
inspire a lifelong faith and bring more life to their parishes!
This opportunity, open to all, will be held Feb. 7 and 8 at St.
Anne's Parish, 217 Lenore Drive, Saskatoon, hosted by the
diocesan Christian Initiation and Catechetics (CIC) office. The
CIC workshop begins from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7,
continuing 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, focused on
nurturing and forming active and engaged Catholic Christians.
This CIC workshop features facilitators Nick Wagner and Diana
Macalintal, and is open to everyone interested in enlivening
parish life, including catechists, those involved in sacramental
preparation, RCIA, youth ministry or liturgy. Early bird
registration (until Jan. 20) for the CIC workshop is $75 (includes
lunch) – watch for brochures and registration forms in the New
Year. Or for more information contact Michelle Sieben at
c i c . m i c h e l l e @ s a s k a t o o n r c d i o c e s e . c o m ( Please note
For those registering for both the Music for the Triduum
workshop and the CIC workshop, the combined price is $110 if
registering before Jan. 20, which includes lunch both days.
Supper Feb. 7 is also available for an additional $20.)
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